Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 










I 



i tj 



« 



SHAKESPEAREAN 






BREVIATES. 



1 



i 



/ 



5 Uake^(>e..re, W.-Jliiv.^ 

SHAKESPEAREAN BREVIATES. 

AN ADJUSTMENT OF 
TWENTY-FOUR OP THE LONGER PUTS OP SHAKESPEARE 

CONVENIENT READING LIMITS. 

SAMUEL FERGUSON, Kmt., Q.C., LL.D., P.RJ.A. 



DUBLIN ! 

HODGES, FIGGIS, A CO.. GRAFTON- STREET. 

LONDON : 

G. BELL ft SONS, YORK-STREET, COVENT GARDEN. 



PBTIB BOE, PRIXTBB, MABBOT-STBBET, DUBLIN. 



1 



•■■) 



cAAi A. ... ^} 



TABLE OF CONTENTS. 



Epistle Dedicatory Page vii. 

Direction x. 

As You Like It.„ 1 

The Merchant op Venice 5 

Much Ado about Nothing 8 

Twelfth Night 11 

A Winter's Tale 14 

King John 18 

King Richard II 21 

King Henry IV. (Parti.) 24 

King Henry IV. (Part II.) 27 

King Henry V 30 

King Henry VI. (Parts I., 11.) 33 

^^ King Henry VI. (Parts II., 111.) 38 

<^ King Richard III , 43 

King Henry VIII 47 

CORIOLANUS 50 

Julius CiESAR 54 

Antony and Cleopatra 57 

TiMON of Athens 61 

Romeo AND Juuet 63 

Hamlet., 67 

Macbeth 73 

King Lear 75 

Ctmbeline 80 



i 



EPISTLE DEDICATORY 

TO 

THE REV. ROBERT PERCEVAL GRAVES, M.A., 

Sub-Dean of the Chapel Royal, 
Vice- Warden of Alexandra College, Dablin. 



Graves, first to light the lamp that brightest burns 
Amidst our City's cinerary urns, 
Whose voice, interpretive of every shade 
Of thought and feeling, has so often made, 
In Shakespeare Readings 'mongst our joint compeers, 
Dublin delightful, these last twenty years ; 
Accept, — and view it with a favouring mind, — 
This Book of Breviates by your friend designed 
To bring the Plays you love within the reach 
And compass of a two hours' reading each. 

A five-act Shakespeare Play, read through, requires 
Three hours of time ; and oft, ere ended, tires. 
For, choice of Play and choice of Readers take, 
You want the Scene to keep the wits awake ; 
And, after two hours of the book, methinks 
There 's danger in the air of longer winks : 
So, to confine your longer Plays inside 
That two hours' limit, and such links provide, 
In lieu of what 's omitted, as may hold 
The story's thread unbroken, I 've been bold, 
Here, to essay : two hours at most ; and less 
As shorter matter suited to compress. 

Of Shakespeare's seven-and-thirty Plays, are four 
Already short enough ; and these pass o'er. 
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To wit, the Tempest; Dromios' puzzles; then, 
Midsummer Dream ; and the Two Gentlemen. 
Four more there are which, fitted to engage 
Delight and pity, witnessed on the stage, 
Yet deal in subjects I may well assume 
Our tastes, to-day, forbid the Drawing-room. 
For, as, at Church, the congregation's ear 
Takes reverently that 'twere hard to hear 
Unshamed at home, the moving Scene no less 
Absorbs an audience's self-consciousness. 
Othello, therefore, with a fond alas. 
And noble IsabellcCs part I pass. 
AlVs Well that Ends Welly (with enough to do 
To part from Helena^ I banish too ; 
And, while respect with inclination strives, 
I pinch my Breviates of the Merry Wives. 
With these, though parted by a wide ha-ha, 
Prince Pericles and wanton Cressida 
I set aside. Two other more are sped 
Because (if hisy with reverence be it said) 
Too dull for reading. Yea, exclude I must, 
TituSy your tale of butchery and lust; 
And, trifling as the euphuistic art 
It caricatures, Lovers Labour leave apart ; 
While, less by humours of Christophero Sly, 
(The Prologue better than the Piece, perdy,) 
Within the 'foresaid limit of hours two, 
Who lists may read the Taming of the Shrew. 

Thirteen, deducted, leave us twenty-four. 
Five lovely Comedies : we 'd wish them more ; 
Nine Histories, in lofty buskin dressed; 
Who reads, will know old England at her best; 
Nine Tragedies ; and one that shares the Scene, 
Part tragic, part non-tragic, Cymbeline. 
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These, then, supply the matter of the book, 
Whereon I pray you favouringly look. 

Note that, besides the omitted parts in chief, 
Of which the verse-links give the sum in brief, 
Things, here and there, there are demand the wit 
Of the Reader's self, to censure and omit ; 
Things which, though ruder times might bear to hear, 
Would now offend the purer social ear. 
Nor can we look for Readings unperplex'd 
By some misprisions, till we have a text 
Complete in all constituents of the Play, 
Save what a modest mind would wish away, — 
Th' expurgate text — so printed, as the eye 
Would tell what part to read, and what pass by, 
In public exercise ; nor hindrance do 
To private study of the residue : 
(In which the " links," as blushing to be said 
To speak in Shakespeare's presence, might print red.) 
But this beyond our present purpose strays. 
And craves a New Edition of the Plays. 

Farewell, old friend ; may many a union yet 
Of gentle spirits give us to forget. 
In his perennial youth, our weight of years, 
Our cares of duty, and our country's tears. 

Dublin, 10th May, 1882. 
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DIRECTION. 

Whebe parts only of Scenes are omitted, the Headings and 
necessary Exits and Entrances are to be read. Prologues, 
Epilogues, ChoruseSf &c., omitted, unless otherwise expressed. 



AS YOU LIKE IT. 



ACT I. Ormt Scenes 1, 2 to "Cel. Here comes Monsieur Le Beau." 

Here, all 's so lovely or so sprightly-droll, 

All works together to so sweet a whole, 

Romantic, mirthful, delicate, serene, — 

As hard it is for us to skip a scene 

As 'twas for Paris, once, with dazzled eye, 

To judge which goddess he should bid stand by. 

But, since we must compress, or let the hours 

(Long even for the stage) exhaust our powers; 

Make your acquaintance, in the first degree. 

With young Orlando of the Play, through me. 

His brother Oliver^ with whom he lives. 
Withholds his portion ; and, what mainly grieves 
The well-bom youth, denies him means to see 
The world, as fitting one of his degree. / 

Truth told, he hates him ; and would deem it well 
If aught the family creditor befell 
Would stop the breath along with the demand ; 
When here the means come ready to his hand. 
Orlando will to court: who'll say him nay? 
^ Charlesy the Duke's wrestler, gives an open day 

To comers all. Orlando will be one : 
Will prove his mettle : throw him, or be thrown. 
Charles warning Oliver, for friendship' sake, 
To keep him back, — his own repute 's at stake ; 
And if they grapple, he must make him smart ; — 
" Grapple," says he. *'and kill, with all my heart." 
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Next, at the Duke's, in pure affection twinn'd, 
Know Celia and her cousin, Rosalind. 
Celiay the now Duke's daughter ; t 'other lass, 
Hosalindj daughter of the Duke that was, 
Now banished by his brother: but the two 
Are sisters fast. With them there come in view, 
Here in the scene, where I '11 no longer rule, 
Le Beau and Touchstone. Touchstone 's the Court Fool, 
A pungent droll: a lord of Court, Le Beau: 
What passes next, Will Shakespeare will it show. 

Read thence Scenes 2, 3. 

ACT II. Read Scene 1. 

Omit Scene 2. 

Alack, Duke Frederick, the birds are flown ; 
Off before day ; and Touchstone 's with them gone. 
The sprightly gallant, also, that o'erthrew 
Your sinewy Charles^ Orlando 's vanished too. 
Fly; scour the country. But in vain you look: 
They 're gone, be sure, to join the banished Duke. 

Read Scene 3. 
Omit Scene 4. 

Back to the woods the scene transports us now, 
To glades and shades of many a murmurous bough. 
Such sweet enchantment 's in the atmosphere 
The shepherds speak like heavenly poets here. 
There 's something catching in the green expanse 
That turns our hearts to courtship and romance ; 
Or, where the shaded brooks go babbling by, 
To tender musing, and philosophy. 
'Tis Arden forest. See, here 's Rosalind 
Dressed in boy's clothes, with Celia ; and, behind, 
Touchstone, with Corin and young Silvius ; 
This last of rustic Phebe amorous: 
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(So sweetly makes the youth his soft complaint, 
You 'd think a votary reproached his saint ;) 
Of which two gentle shepherds they purvey 
Viands and needful shelter for to-day, 
And, through the same good offices, will buy 
A cottage with its garden, presently. 

Bead Scenes 5, 6, 7. 
ACT III. Omit Scene 1. 

Orlando from his dwelling fled 1 Call here, 

Before the Duke, his brother Oliver. 

'^ You, sir, his guardian, fetch the truant straight 

"Into our court; or look to feel the weight 

" Of our displeasure. Hie you to the woods, 

"Where, well you know, he lurks. Your lands and goods, 

" Whatever you've won of us or hope to win, 

" All stand attached until you bring him in." 

Omit Scene 2 to " Enter Gelia reading a paper.** 

Enamoured young Orlando scores the rind 
Of many a tree with name of Rosalind, 
And hangs his paper-sonnets on the stem: — 
Here Celia comes, has just found one of them. 

Read thence Scenes 2, 3 to ^' Touch. Beit as it may be^ I witt 

marry thee** 
Omit thence Scene 3. 
Bead Scenes 4, 5. 

ACT IV, Bead Scene 1. 

Omit Scenes 2, 3 to " Enter Oliver.** 

Sure never sighing lover yet was sent 
As Silviusj on such errand ! Yet, content 
To bear his pain, since 'tis for Phebe's sake. 
He goes, as glorying martyr to the stake ; 
Delivers Phebe's love-sick rhapsody. 
And hears it read to Celia standing by ; 
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Poor Phebe^s words a heart of stone might stir ; 
But, " No," says Rosalind^ " I'm not for her. 
" Press her: he hold: you yet shall win your quean : 
" This Ganymede, at least, won't stand hetween." 

Bead thence Scene 3. 

ACT V. Omit Scene 1. 

Observe ; our Avdrey, though so off-hand won, 
Wants not her share of sweethearts of her own. 
Young William makes his claim ; hut, all outfaced 
By caustic Touchstone^ from the walk is chased. 

Read Scene 2. 
Omit Scene 3. 

Touchstone^ himself touched by the Arden air. 
Sits, listening music, blithe and debonnair. 
With Audrey ; and the scene begins to tend 
To sweet surprises and a happy end. 

Read to end of the Flay. 



THE MERCHANT OF VENICE. 



ACT I. Omit Scene 1 to " Bass. 'Tm not unknown to you^ 

Antonio J* 

No hand more princely-ready to bestow, 
No truer heart than has Antonio^ 
Merchant of Venice. On the distant seas, 
In various ventures, ride his argosies. 
Haply some care he has for wind and wrack, 
But will be rich if half of them come back. 
He loves Bassanio, and has oft before 
Done him the kindness he entreats once more. 

Read thence Scene 1. 
Omit Scene 2. 

Portia is lovely, learned, and rich ; but still 
Tied, by hard clauses in her father's will. 
To lose her riches if she answer " nay " 
To suitor suing in the appointed way. 
The way is this. The wooer must make oath 
To other woman never to plight troth, 
If, hazarding, he lose the lady's hand : 
Then, must his hazard of the casket stand. 
Three caskets are set forth : in one is hid 
Her likeness: let him choose, and raise a lid ; 
If there, she's his: if not, he's sped and gone. 
The odds against him are as two to one. 
Nerissa serves her: bright of wit as she, 
And well accomplished in her own degree ; 
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And, as Baaaanio takes the lady's eye, 
She, too, for Gratiano owns a sigh. 

Read Scene 3. 

ACT II. Omit Scene 1. 

Read Scene 2. 
Omit Scenes 3, 4, 5, 6, 7. 

While bound Antonio's days of grace go by, 
On ShyhcKs slender household cast the eye. 
Young Jessica^ the daughter of the Jew, 
Though miser he, is neither prude nor shrew ; 
But loves Lorenzo^ for this many a day, 
As Christian-like as any damsel may : 
And, — for old Shylock bars all other hopes, — 
With him (and well-filled casket) she elopes. 

Read Scene b. 
Omit Scene 9. 

ACT III. Read Scene 1. 

Omit Scene 2 to ^^ Bass. Fair lady^ hy your leaved 

What odds unequal will not gallants dare 
To win a wife as Lady Portia fair, 
Learned and rich? Already suitors twain 
Have sworn, and lost; and back have gone again 
To pine dejected in their cheerless homes ; 
When, third, Bassanio to the venture comes. 
She in her secret heart desires success 
To boon Bassanio J who, with lucky guess, 
Lifts the right lid, and wins. 

Read thence Scene 2. 
Read Scenes 3, 4, 5. 

ACT IV. Read Scenes 1, 2. 
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ACT. V. Read Scene 1 to " Por. Fll not deny him anything 

I haver 
Omit thence to end of the Play. 

Now, after all the trouble that it brings 
Oar spouses, to excuse their missing rings, 
They Ve got to guess, and cannot, for their lives. 
How came they on the fingers of theur wives? 
Which all explained ; all doubtings reassured ; 
Antonio advertized his ships are moored ; 
Jessica portioned ; all the happy hearts 
Turn to delight, and the illusion parts. 



MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING. 



ACT I. Omit Scene 1 to *^Enter Don Pedro, attended/* 

Messina, fairest city of the shore. 
Has Leonato for its Governor. 
One daughter hath he, Hero : on my life 
A likely making of a good man's wife. 
And (far as beauty goes, of equal price,) 
One niece, the teasing-pleasing Beatrice ; 
But she, unless she change her waspish trade 
With men, methinks, is like to die a maid. 

To them arriving from the wars of Spain, -* 

The Prince^ Don Pedro, with his courtier train. 
By Leonato — honor given and gained — 
Is nobly welcomed, housed, and entertained. 

Of Pedro's cherished followers the pick 
You 'd choose, are Clavdio and Benedick. 
This, formed alike for camp or lady's bow'r, 
T 'other, 'twould seem, a hardened bachelor. 

'Twixt him, indeed, and Beatrice, has been i 

Ere now a many a wits'-encounter keen, 
Might argue him a cynic, her a shrew, 
As, meeting oft, their skirmish they renew. K 

So also with Don Pedro comes Don John ) 

By Conrade and Borachio waited on. 
A bastard brother he ; from late disgrace 
By Pedro's clemency restored to place. 
But, not the less, in bitter memory still 
The indulged delinquent nourishes ill-will ; 
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At odds with all his friends ; and chiefly so 
With Pedro's favourite follower, Claudio. 

Read thence to ^*B£N. / will die in it at the stakeJ' 
Omit thence to ^^Exit Benedick." 

Leave Benedick to brag his love-proof heart, 
And let our boaster, in his strength, depart. 

Read thence Scene 1. 
Omit Scene 2. 

Leave LeonatOj too, to his affairs, 

Of music, masques, and other festive wares. 

Read Scene 3. 

ACT II. Read Scene 1 to "Ant. In faith she's too curst."* 

Omit thence to ** Enter Don Pedro, ^c." 

The revellers come : each gallant to his task ; 
And * Catch who can ' be motto of the masque. 

Read thence to " Dance.'* 
Omit thence to " D. Pedro. Here Claudio, / have wooed in 

thy name.*' 

Now Benedick must own he 's vanquished quite, 
And fly if Beatrice but comes in sight ; 
While Claudioy though by proxy he has wooed. 
Finds nought but cause of joy and gratitude. 
Ah, had he wooed, himself, and better known 
Her whom he now by proxy calls his awn. 
Her soul ingenuous and her nature pure, 
Less after-penance had he to endure. 

Read thence Scene 1. 
Read Scenes 2, 3. 
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ACT III. Read Scenes 1, 2, 3. 

Omit Scene 4, 

They dress the bride : we join the fond caress, 
And fonder pray'r (ah me I) for happiness. 
Fond? Which way fond? Fond questioner who'd know, 
Read to the end, and Shakespeare's self will show. 

Head to end of the Play. 



TWELFTH NIGHT. 



ACT I. Bead Scene 1. 

Omit Scene 2. 

Conceive a shipwreck ; and imagine two 

Of the passengers, with fractions of the crew, 

At several, ventures on the Illyrian coast 

Escaped, each deeming that the other 's lost. 

Twins are they, Greeks, a sister and a brother. 

So like you'd scarce know either from the other. 

Sebastian, he ; she, Viola ; a pair 

Of gentle nurture, young and debonnair. 

Poor Viola, who deems herself alone, 

Without protector, among strangers thrown. 

To screen herself from insult, forms a plan : 

She 's tall enough to personate a man : 

(Illyrian ladies, to your fancies look). 

She '11 to the court, and seek to serve the Duke. 

The friendly Captain favouring her design. 

She buys a suit befits a gallant fine ; 

Colour and cut the same as, heretofore, 

Her lost Sebastian (as she thinks him) wore ; 

And, doffing for a while her woman's weeds. 

As young Cesario, to the court proceeds : 

Presents herself ; is seen ; is taken in ; 

Nor fails the favour of the Duke to win. 

Bead Scenes 3, 4. 
Omit Scene 5 to '* Enter Olivia and Malvolio." 

Countess Olivia, though she liv^s retired. 
Keeps up the state by wealthy rank required. 
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Her steward of the household you shall know, 
A grave, prim fellow, called Malvolio. 
And, eke, her Fool^ just now in some disgrace, 
For absence unpermitted from his place. 

Bead thence Scene 5. 
ACT II. Omit Scene 1. 

Like Violaj Sebastiarij 'scaped the wreck, 

(The self same fortune giving both her beck) 

Makes for the court. Constrained by friendship strong, 

A comrade, kind Antonio, goes along, 

With loyal love ; for in a risk he stands. 

If known, of danger at Orsino's hands. 

Bead Scenes 2, 3, 4, 5. 

ACT III. Omit Scene 1 to " Enter Olivia and Maria." 

Again despatched Olivia's grace to seek, 
Viola happens upon Aguecheek 
And Toby, at her door. The gallant's sight 
Stirs, differently, the bile of either knight. 
But each conceives they both would better fare. 
Were spark so comely not so often there. 

Bead thence Scene 1. 
Bead Scene 2.. 
Omit Scene 3. 

Sebastian, new arrived, the town explores: 
Not so Antonio ; he must keep indoors ; 
But, still, some toy might take Sebastian's eye ; 
So, sends his purse to keep him company. 

Bead Scene 4 to " Enter Sir Andrew Aguecheek.*' 
Omit thence to " Be-enter Sir Tobt Belch and Fabian." 

Sir Andrew now has drawn his challenge out ; 
But cunning Toby won't expose the lout 
To Violas scorn, delivering such stuff: — 
By word of mouth he does his office gruff. 
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ACT III. Read thence to " Enter Antonio." 

Omit thence Scene 4. 

_ _ _ • 

-^y? ay> Sir Tohy^ here 's another sort 

Of butt provided for your merry sport. ^ 

Antonio sees, he thinks, his dearest friend 

In peril. Loved Sebastian to defend 

Hell fight Sir Toby and the whole of 's gang, 

When, pounce, he finds him in the Sergeant's fang, 

A prisoner: still, no reason to despair: 

At least the friend who holds his purse is there. 

Imagine, you, his wonder, his disgust ; 

Sebastian (so he thinks) denies the trust ! 

" Sir, for your aid, I thank you o'er and o'er, 

But, truly, never saw your face before." 

In poor Antonio's countenance appear 

Such pained amaze, a passion so sincere. 

The standers by, convinced he speaks the truth. 

With scornful glances eye the parting youth. 

After, Sir Andrew ; 'tis a paltry cheat : 

Won't fight : so, safely beat him, if you meet. 

To Viola, the strange adventure gives 
Joyful assurance that Sebastian lives. 

ACT IV. Bead Scenes 1, 2, 3. 

ACT V. Omit Scene 1 to " Enter Antonio and Officers." 

Now comes the DuJce; and Viola attends 
Her master's steps, to see these wonders' ends. 

Bead thence to end of the Play, 



A WINTER'S TALE. 



Omit Ads /., //., ///. 

Tis fifteen years since to this sea-beach wild 

Antigonus conveyed Leontei child, 

A castaway. But hardly on the ground 

Laid was the babe, when, by a shepherd found, 

'Twas to his cottage borne with tender care, 

And cherished till she 's grown a damsel there. 

Her cradle-clothing shows her of degree, 

As doth her in-born sweet gentility ; 

And, for their ignorance of whence she came, 

Known but as foundling, Perdita 's her name. 

Leontes, who? I hear you ask, and why 
Cast he the babe out so unnaturally? 
And this, — back-reckoning. fifteen years or so,^^ 
In speedy close-packed couplets let me show. 

Leontes, Sicily's monarch, has, for Queen, 
Hermione ; a fairer seldom seen, 
A better, never. One young child they have — 
A lovely boy, Mamilliiis, — bright and brave ; 
Another coming, when her time shall end, 
Or boy or girl, as God shall please to send. 
With them abiding, in their royal court. 
Their friend Polixenes makes long resort ; 
King of Bohemia. (We 11 not now explore 
In our geographies, Bohemia's shore. 
For these are old-world times. And Shakespeare's art 
Concerns the confines of another chart. 
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Where tracts of Love and Pity, Wrath and Wo, 

Still in our breasts the same old boundaries show 

Unchanged since first the human kind began 

And evil entered in the mind of man.) 

Noble and upright is the guest: and she 

Kind, gracious, pleasing as a Queen should be. 

Polixenes would journey homeward now, 

But this Leontes hardly will allow i 

Nay, go he must: Hermione puts in 

Such sweet entreats, denial were a sin : 

Polixenes relents with courtly grace. 

And yet prolongs his stay a little space. 

Proud that 'twas her entreaty that prevailed. 

Where even Leontes' urged persuasions failed. 

She smiles, ah me, one grateful smile too much ; 

'Tis to Leontes' jealousy the touch 

To the quick nitre. A most maddening doubt 

Strikes root-fast in his mind, and will not out. 

The innocent Hermione^ addressed 

To courteous acts of kindness to her guest. 

Walks with him ; talks ; has gracious looks and free, 

As well beseems a hostess Queen ; and he. 

Pleased on his part, repays her smile for smile. 

In unsuspecting frank good will. Meanwhile 

Leontes, of his own dishonor sure, 

Endures the sufferings fiends in hell endure. 

His mind he opens, in a first resort. 

To good Camillo — he 's a lord of court — 

Sounds, tempers, tests him ; tells him all his grief; 

Storms when Camillo will not yield belief; 

Commands him aid him, and with drug or knife 

Take off the enemy that kills his life. 

Camillo warns Polixene9 to fly, 

And, doubting of his own immunity, 
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Flies with him. Then all 's manifest. Then, first. 

On the pure Queen his accusations burst. 

Foul, hateful, dreadful, on her head they fall; 

Tis tyrant rage, and out-broke madness all. 

Take her, Antigonus, dishonoured he7\ 

Take her and keep her close, your prisoner. 

Your wife, Paulina^ shall attend her time. 

Now near, of giving issue to her crime. 

Meanwhile, to justify the deed (as, well 

He's sure, it must), consult the Oracle 

Of holy Phoebus. Hoist your topsails quick 

For Delphi. They report Mamillius sick, 

Hermione alone must bear the blame. 

Young as he is, he feels his mother's shame; 

And daily droops. 'Tis in this plight forlorn 

In prison bars, the sister babe is born, 

Paulina^ fearless as a woman is 

In injured woman's cause, will show him this; 

Its every feature speaks the father plain ; 

This^ if aught can, will touch his heart. In vain ! 

Tis bastard ; take it from Leontes' sight, 

Antigonus go, take, — this very night, — 

Expose it ; leave it in some desert place, 

And rid Leontes of a life's disgrace. 

Antigonus must die, if not obey ; 

He takes his burthen up, and goes his way 

To that same region where you've heard before 

He left the infant on Bohemia's shore. 

What cry is that? Alack ! the Prince is dead: 

All heaven seems falling on Leontes^ head. 

Hermione sinks next. Ere tears to mourn 

His son can come, the messengers return 

From Delphi, with Apollo's answer sure ; 

Hermione is wronged^ and holy-pure. 
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Leontes mad. A line of Kings renowned 
Has end in him, unless the lost be found. 
Oh, the awaking pang ! the rending force 
Of late-dispelled delusion's first remorse ! 
Where now the worlds Leontes would not give 
Did wife and children, did but one child live? 
But, lives she yet or no, no man can tell, 
Nor what Antigonus's barque befell, 
Never since heard of. Nothing now is left 
Leontes but remorse, and life bereft 
Of hope and comfort. Yet Paulina's eye 
Brightens at times with conscious mystery. 

Eead Acts IV., V. 



KING JOHN. 



Omit Act L 

To John of England, Philip, King of France, 

Sends herald Chatillon, who doth advance 

Upon the part of young Prince Arthur (son 

Of Geffrey J elder brother he of John,) 

As right heir general of the royal line, 

Claim to all John's dominions Angevine, 

To England, Ireland ; over sea, to Maine, 

Poictiers and Angiers, Anjou and Touraine. 

Which, if King John acknowledge, peace shall grow 

'Twixt France and England (and God send it so !) ; 

But which, if John acknowledge not (and far 

From Philip be the thought !), then, menaced war. 

" War be it, and at once," is John's reply ; 

" And, herald, hie thee homeward speedily, 

** Lest, when to Philip's presence thou repair, 

'* The power of England be already there.'' 

So to his levies goes he, hot ; but yet 

Has time to knight a new Plantagenet: 

A Bastard he, of Coeur-de-Lion's blood. 

Though country-bred, among a meagre brood. 

His mind's and body's amplitude and fire 

Attest him issue of a kingly sire : 

And Elinor, the Mother-Queen, discerns 

In 's build and in his gestures' liberal turns, 

And prompt bold speech, commingling boyish fun. 

With manly sense, the warrants of her son. 
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He with the King^ for France, amid the throng 
Of English gallants, bravely goes along. 

ACT II. Read Scene 1. 

Omit Scene 2 to " Hub. Hear us, great KingsJ* 

The citizens of Anglers hold their town. 

In loyal wise, as subjects to the crown 

Of England ; but, amid these rights and wrongs. 

Know not, good souls, to whom that crown belongs ; 

To John or Arthur ; and until their doubt 

Be cleared on field, 'gainst both will hold it out. 

** Nay then let 's both assail the rogues ; and, then. 

On open field, try which the better men." 

Stay, ere your double salvos on them fall, 

And hear what Hubert counsels from the wall. 

Read thence Scene 2. 

ACT III. Read Scenes 1, 2, 3, 4. 

ACT IV. Read Scenes 1, 2 <o " Enter the Bastard." 

Omit thence to " Re-enter Hubert.*' 

HI news he brings : the King's exactions grieve 
The clergy, and the meaner sort believe 
A prophecy which purports that King John 
Lays down the crown at Christ's Ascension. 
With these and other frets, his gall to stir, 
One brings him news of death of Elinor. 

Read thence Scene 2. 
Read Scene 3. 

ACT. V. Read Scene 1. 

Omit Scenes 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. 

Now England's soil resounds the Frenchman's foot, 
And disaffected Englishmen, to boot. 
With Frenchmen side by side are marching on 
To visit vengeance on the head of John, 
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Pandulph in vain with solemn clinrcliman-plirase 
To staj the rolling tide of war essajs; 
Blows now must end it. And good store of blows 
John and the valiant Bastard will oppose. 
Bnt John falls sick. A plotting monk, 'tis said. 
Acting as taster, at his board fell dead. 
(A desperate villain surely, if 'twas he 
That slipped the poison in, we must agree). 
Sick, but will fight it out. St. Edmundsbury 
Beholds the march, the shock, the hurry-scurry 
Of clashing squadrons on its meadows fair ; 
There fights the Bastardy and the Dauphin there : 
This way and that the scale of war inclines. 
And leaves at eve the still confronting lines 
Waiting reserves: while John, with rising fires 
Of fever faint, to Swinstead's walls retires. 

Bead to end of the Play. 



KING BICHARD IL 



ACT I. Omit Scenes 1, 2. 

King Richard^ 8 cousin, son of 's uncle Gaunt j 
Henry of Bolinghroke^ with biting taunt, 
And open charge of treason, has appealed 
Mowhray of Norfolk to the listed field. 
Mowbray defying him with equal rage, 
'Tis fixed to-day the noble foes engage 
In mortal duel : lists are set ; and here 
King Richard and his lords of court appear. 

Read Scene 3. 
Omit Scene 4. 

Not all ill-pleased is Richard to have sent 
His dangerous cousin into banishment : 
For Bolinghroke possesses every art 
Ambition asks to take a nation's heart, — 
Brave, generous, free, humane to high and low. 
Small harm that he from great temptation go : 
The more, as Ireland, with renewing fiames 
Of fresh revolt, her sovereign's presence claims ; 
And, though an empty treasury denies 
Means to defray the costly enterprise, 
Richard, his troops to victual forth and arm, 
Will set his kingdom's revenues to farm ; 
Raise present money on his future dues, 
And blank * benevolences ' leave for use. 
Much matter this for discontent affords ; 
Much grieves and much alarms his truest lords, 
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Most, aged Gaunt^ who, sick and near to die, 
Yet loves his King and conntry heartily. 

ACT 11. Read Scene 1 te ^^ Exeunt King, ^ 

Omit thence Scenes 1, 2 to " Enter York." 

So exeunt they. Three lords remain, who find, 
Ere long, they three are of a single mind; 
All shamed, indignant, all in passion high, 
Narthumberlandj and Itoss, and WilUmghby. 
To them Northumberland^ 'neath triple seals 
Of secrecy, the coming news reveals, 
That Bolingbroke, with full three thousand more 
Supplied him thence, has left the Breton shore, 
His exile's sentence to repeal by force 
Of arms on English ground : so, they to horse. 
Oh, the poor Queen, her royal husband gone. 
With Bushy ^ Green, and Bagot, left alone 
To hear the tidings ! Oh, the heavy work 
This coming casts on feeble hands of York I 

Bead thence Scene 2. 
Omit Scene 3 to " Enter Ross and Willoughbt." 

In England landed now, his warlike powers 
Bold Bolingbroke leads on for Berkeley towers. 
Where aged York^ Berkeley^ and Seymour wait 
The coming of King Richard^ come too late. 

Read thence Scene 3. 
Omit Scene 4. 

ACT III. OmU Scene 1. 

The Welshmen levies which Earl Salisbury 
Should lead, by signs and portents in the sky 
Discouraged, and no news from Richard come, 
Break up their musters, and disperse for home. 
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At Bristol, next (the castle yielded up), 

With sudden death must Green and Bushy sup. 

Bead Scenes 2, 3, 4. 

ACT IV. OmU Scene 1 to " Bol. These differences."* 

The Parliament is met : the Lord Aumerle 
By prisoned Ba^ot challenged for the Earl 
Of Gloster^s death, and other lords to boot 
Backing the charge, puts gaging gloves in suit, 
Which Bolingbrokej already in the ways 
Of Kingship versed, till day of trial stays. 

Bead thence to end of the Play. 



KING HENRY IV. 

PABT L 



ACT L Read Scene 1. 

Omit Scene 2. 

Well maj King Henry heave the sigh to know 

His Hal consorts among the lewd and low, 

And not to know his Hal^ at heart, detests 

His comrades' vices, though he loves their jests, 

And yet will find occasion, fit and sure, 

To purge his presence of the rogues impure. 

Of these, fat Fahtaff, first. PoinSy Bardolphy Nym, 

PUtoly and Peto yield the place to him. 

Who, greedy, lavish, dissolute and vain. 

By edge of wit holds undisputed reign, 

And rules, as vassals of his comic state. 

Knave, bully, cheat, and Prince infatuate. 

The Prince^ ashamed to stay, yet loth to quit. 

Yields ready counterchange of wit for wit; 

Drinks pot for pot, in full carouse ; and, worse. 

Winks when the boon delinquents snatch a purse : 

Nay, this same morning, will, ere break of day, 

Help take a booty on the King's highway : 

But, madcap though he is, will hold intact 

His royal fingers fi*om the felon fact: 

Leave that to Fahtaff zxA his minions: then, 

Ned Poins and he will spoil the highwaymen. 

Bead Scene 3. 
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ACT II. Oinit Semes 1, 2. 

The morning raw, and light uncertain yet, 
The rogues are ready and the roads beset. 
Fahtaff, with prospect of the booty fired, 
Notes not that Poins has, with the Prince^ retired ; 
And, though he pants and sweats to climb the hill, 
Leads on his rascals with a lusty will. 

The timid travellers at first onset yield. 
Disburse their treasure, and avoid the field ; 
But ere the rogues can share the plunder won, 
The Prince and Poins attack them, and they run. 

Read Scene 3. 
Omit Scene 4 to ** P. Hen. Sirrah, Falstaff and the rest of 

the thieves are at the door" 
Head thence Scene 4. 

ACT III. Omit Scene 1. 

Hotspur, Glendower, and Mortimer agree 

To part the realm of England into three, 

And, with united powers, again lay low 

The throne they raised on Richard's overthrow. 

At Bangor met, their metes and bounds defined. 

Indentures tripartite they've sealed and signed, 

And parted to prepare their several powers; 

But not till Hotspttr, scorning at Glendower s 

Vainglorious prate of portents in the sky 

That marked the mom of his nativity. 

Of spirits in the air that do his will. 

And prophecies he 's destined to fulfil. 

With over-blunt, contemptuous reply, 

Has well nigh quarrelled with his Welsh ally. 

Bead Scenes 2, 3. 
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ACT IV. OmU Scene 1. 

Fate flouts the rebels : in the very thick 
Of their affairs, Northumberland falls sick. 
Glendower holds back : by messenger he says 
He cannot draw his power this fourteen days. 
(Some idle prophecy it is that fills 
His soul with dread, and keeps him to his hills ;) 
While, here, the King and Westmoreland are drawn 
Both to a head, and close, come marching on. 

Read Scenes 2, 3. 
Omit Scene 4. 

Cold news at York, for rebel prelate Scroop^ 
But peril's hour is not the time to droop: 
Let Shrewsbury-fight, to-day, go as it will, 
He and Northumberland will stand to it still. 

Bead to end of the Play, 



KING HENRY IV. 

PART II. 



ACT I. Read Scene 1 to "North. Tofroum upon the 

enraged North uuberland." 
Omit thence to "North. Go in toith fne, and counsel every man/* 

Read thence Scene 1. 
Read Scene 2. 
Omit Scene 3. 

The rebel lords, disheartened though they are 
By Hotspur's death, will yet maintain the war. 
The valiant prelate Scroop^ with Hastings' aid, 
And other northern friends', still undismayed, 
Makes martial head : and, in the rugged sides 
Of Gualtree wood, the brunt of arms abides. 

ACT II. Read Scene 1. 

Omit Scene 2. 

The PrincCy his first career of glory run, 
Looks back with longing on his days of fun ; 
And, in Ned Pains' s sympathetic ear, 
Owns to a lingering liking for small beer. 
To match his inclinations this way drawn, 
There comes a merry message from Sir John : 
The letter read, to Poins's ready hand 
The Prince confides a project he has plann'd ; 
To steal on Falstaff, in his Eastcheap lair. 
And catch him at carousal unaware: 
Which to effect, they'll dress in serving trim^ 
And, aproned white, at supper wait on him. 

Read Scene 3. 
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Omit Scene 4 to ^'Hosr. Oocd CapUMm Peeed^ he qmetr 

The gross old Knight to-night with Quickly saps, 
And Mistress Dorothy to cheer his caps. 
Yoar parer eyes I ask not to behold 
The coarse enjoyments of the lewd and old. 
The hearty Hosteee^ with obtaser sense. 
Prattles and sips, and £sincies no offence ; 
Bardolphf fall gosto, in the orgie joins, 
(The apron*d Prince behind with apron'd Poins^) 
Andf * Sit ye merry * is the word all roand. 
When Ensign Pistol enters on the gronnd. 
No pen of Greek or Roman has ponrtrayed 
So tall-a-talking braggadocio blade ; 
Him Doll abhors ; and, he detesting DolU 
Between the two 'tis like they 11 have a brawl. 

Bead thence to *^ P. Hev. Wotdd not this nave of a whed have 

his ears cut off f^ 
Omit thence to ^' Fal. Some sack^ Francis^ 
Bead thence to ^^ Fal. Farewell, farewell.^ 
Omit thence Scene 4. 

ACT III. Bead Scenes 1, 2. 

ACT IV. Omit Scenes 1, 2, 3 to " Enter Prince John.' 

With levies raw, and tardy in the field, 
The lords, ansettled yet to fight or yield. 
Are, by Prince John and crafty Westmoreland 
(On specious offer that both sides disband. 
The while their leaders to agreement come,) 
Drawn in to give their forces furlough home. 
Their bands dismissed, in ugly breach of faith. 
The cheated traitors are consigned to death. 
Fahtaff is here ; to whom by chance of war 
Lord Colemlle of the Dale is prisoner. 

Bead thence Scene 3. 
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Omit Scene 4 to " Enter Prince Henry." 

The comfortable news his couriers bring 

From post to post, but half consoles the King. 

What boots their catalogues of rebels slain 

If Hal a rebel to himself remain, 

Not yet appeared in presence? Though, to-day. 

He dines in London, with one Poins, they say. 

Oh 'tis too much I The last word hardly spoke, 

He sinks beneath an apoplexy's stroke. 

They bear him in to bed. He breathes once more : 

He sleeps. His courtiers watch around his door. 

Read thence Scene 4. 

ACT V. Read Scenes 1, 2, 3. 

Omit Scene 4« 

Quickly and Dolly — it grieves me such a fact 
Should cloud the closing of our final act, — 
For some misdeeds, incurable by bail, 
Are by the parish beadles dragged to jail. 
Alas, poor Doll ! was ever such mishap? 
They Ve torn the fine gift-kirtle and the cap ; 
And, worse, have forced the luckless wench to use 
Such naughty forms of feminine abuse, 
As to repeat, in prose or verse, to you. 
Dear ladies, were a thing I could not do. 

Read to end of the Play. 



KING HENRY V. 



ACT I. OmU Scene 1 to " Cant. The King is full of grace 

and fair regard.** 
Read thence to '^ Ely. Unseen, yet crescive in his faculty.** 

Omit thence Scene 1. 
Read Scene 2 to '^ Cant. No woman shall succeed in 

Salique land.** 
Omit thence to " K. Hen. May I with right and conscience 

make this claim f ** 

Which Salique law he shows did only hold 
Beyond the Rhine, among the Franks of old ; 
But that, this side the Rhine, succession went 
In male and female line indifferent, 
As by the western Frankish law defined. 
In realms and seigniories time out of mind. 
All which to vouch and 'stablish, he presents 
His proofe from histories and precedents. 

Read thence to " Cant. Call in to any of your ancestors.** 
Omit thence to *' K. Hen. Bring in the messengers.** 

Read thence Scene 2. 

ACT II. Read Scene 1. 

Omit Scene 2. 

Ere forth on foreign warfare Henry goes. 
Behoves him punish, first, domestic foes. 
Three nobles are there, in the French King's pay, 
Conspired against him — Cambridge, Scroop, and Grey: 
And death 's their doom. Of which three culprits, one, 
The Earl of Cambridge, leaves a goodly son, 
Richard Plantagenet, whose name again, 
In after hours, your ears shall entertain : 
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Cambridge^ though sent by Henry to the block, 
Being, yet, his cousin of the elder stock ; 
And (dared disloyal lips breathe such a word) 
Nearer the royal stem of Edward Third. 

Bead Scenes 3, 4. 

ACT TIL Read Scene 1, 2 to ^^Re-erUer Fluellen, Goweh foUomng J' 

Omit thence Scenes 2, 3, 4. 

Pass on : FluelUn we may not despise ; 

The hot pragmatic Welshman 's brave and wise : 

But, for Macmorish and the Jamy Scot, 

Mere caricatures they are, and dull, God wot: 

Nor love we, here in Dublin, over much. 

Even Shakespeare's scorns of Irish and of Scotch. 

The French, despairing of the expected aid 
The Dauphin promised, now long while delayed. 
And Henry warning them what fate awaits 
A captured town, throw open Harfleur gates. 

Read Scenes 5, 6. 
OmU Scene 7 to " Enter a Messenger.^ 
Read thence Scene 7. 

ACT IV. Read " Chorus:* 

Read Scene 1 to " Enter three Soldiers" 
Omit thence to '^ K. Hen. Upon the King! " 

Let's join the young King, in his midnight walk, 

Unseeuj and hear the English soldiers talk. 

Their lives are not their own. The State demands 

The lives of thousand Frenchmen at their hands, 

And of their own as many as 'twill take 

To take the Frenchmen's. 'Tis for England's sake ; 

And take and give they will. *' Well ; say we die 

** Haply unshrived, and, sure, in enmity, 

*' What then? — our mother country still survives, 

" Will take in charge our children and our wives ; 

D 
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** And, as for such in lawful war who fall, 
" The power that orders, answers for us all." 
Perpend it, King : a crown, though light to wear, 
May bring young brows a heavy load of care. 

Read thence Scene 1. 
Bead Scenes 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 to *' E. Hen. Bring me just notice 
of the numbers dead on both our parts," 
Omit thence Scene 7. 
Omit Scene 8. 

With all, the King is still the Prince's son ; 
And, now that he has seen the battle won 
And conquest sure, amid the general joy. 
Will play his jest of practice like a boy. 
But time forbids us longer linger here; 
So, let Fhiellen have his box o' the ear, 
And Henry have his joke. The time is nigh 
When all shall change for mirth and amity. 

ACT V. Read Scenes 1, 2 <o " K. Hen. Here comes your 

father." 
Omit thence to ** Fr. King. We have consented to aU terms of 

reason" 
Read thence to end of the Play, 



KING HENRY VI. 

PARTS L, n. 

(TO DEATH OF SUFFOLK,) 



PART I. ACT I. Omit Adt I. 

PART I. ACT II. Omit Semes 1, 2, 3. 

The King that won us France, is dead : be sure 

France will not long the English yoke endure. 

Ere Henry Fifth is well in coffin laid, 

The patriot Dauphin and the holy Maid 

Are up for Frenchmen's freedom ; and the cry 

Dieu et la PucelU sounds to victory. 

The King^s an infant Till he take the helm, 

His uncle Gloster must protect the realm ; 

His uncle Bedford into France repair, 

To guard the newly-won dominions there ; 

Great-uncle Exeter^ his tutor now. 

Must tend his charge at Eltham-place ; and thou, 

(In these great functions left without a part,) 

Great-uncle Winchester, must — take to heart 

The slight by Gloster and his Duchess proud 

Put upon claim of kindred disallow'd. 

Proud Duchess Eleanor has little care 
What plots affronted Beaufort may prepare t 
Wife of the Lord Protector, she shall stand, 
Till the King wed, first lady in the land ; 
Unless the very title to the crown, 
In Henry's self, be challenged and cast down : 
And, truth to tell, there want not those who say 
Richard Plantagenet who reads to-day 
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A student in the law, had each his own, 
By right to-day would sit on England's throne: 
Which notion, being treason to express. 
Weighs on the common conscience not the less. 

Head Scenes 4, 5. 

PART I. ACT III. Bead Scene 1 to « Enter the Mat/or of 

London,^ 
Omit thence to '* K. Hen. 0, how this discord doth afflict 

my sold'* 
Bead thence Scene 1* 
Omit Scenes 2, 3, 4. 

The valiant Talbot^ in a headlong rout. 
From Rouen city drives the Frenchmen out ; 
Where aged Bedford^ 'mid the conquering host, 
Consumed by years and toil, gives up the ghost. 
In recompence of which same victory, 
Talbot^s created Earl of Shrewsbury. 
(Oh grey, ancestral, yellow-steepled Trim, 
Of Arthur proud, be not less proud of him !) 

PART I. ACT IV. Bead Scene 1 to ^'Exeunt Governor, ^c." 

Omit thence to ^' Enter Vernon and Basset." 

Alas, young King, already close pursued 
By Somerset's and York's pernicious feud. 

Bead thence Scene 1. 
Omit Scenes 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7. 

By York displayed, the English standards fly 
Triumphant o'er the fields of Gascony ; 
Though Yo7*k despitef uUy is hampered yet 
Of war's supplies by envious Somerset^ 
And both the valiant Talbots, sire and son. 
The Frenchmen's terror, and the youthful John, 
Are fallen in battle ; and the spirit grows 
Of fierce revolt among King Henrxfs foes. 
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PART I. ACT V. Bead Scene 1 (o " Enter a Legate/* 

Omit thence Scenes 1, 2, 3 to ^^ Enter Suffolk, leading in Ladt 

Margaret." 

Tis Winchester has got his cardinal's hat: 
Humphrey of Gloster, thou have heed of that I 

On Anjou next the stress of battle falls : 
The Maid of Orleans, before Anglers' walls, 
Confronts the Duke. Thou 'st fought thy battle well, 
Great York, who leadest prisoner the Pucelle. 
Thou too, who marchest under York^s command, 
Suffolk, another captive hast in hand, 
Another maiden, destined, many a day. 
In England's history her part to play. 

Eead thence Scene 3. 

Omit Scene 4. 
» 

Ill-fated Joan I with all my heart, I grieve, 

The pure enthusiast heroine to leave 

To brutal taunts of York and Warwick rough; 

Alas, and even to Shakespeare's cruel scoff. 

But, blush for England's and for Shakespeare's sake ; 

They find her witch, and bear her to the stake. 

Bead Scene 5. 

PART 11. ACT I. Bead Scenes 1, 2 to " Duch. We are alone; 

here *s none hut thee and /.** 
Omit tfience Scene 2. 

Sir John, alack, is but a sorry Sir, 
Suborned by Suffolk and by Winchester 
To lead her in with dangerous tools to play 
Of treason and black art, and then betray. 

Bead Scene 3 to " Be-enter Gloster," 
Omit thence Scenes 3, 4. 

Ambitious Eleanor, the juggling sprite 
Thy magical forbidden rites invite, 
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Yields to thy perilous questions but reply 
Of onward-tempting ambiguity: 
When— middle of the necromantic act- 
Comes Yorhy and Eleanor^ s taken in the fact. 

PART 11. ACT IL Read Scene 1 to " Enter one crying, 

A MiracUr 
Omit thence to " Enter Buckingham.** 
Read thence Scene 1. 
Omit Scene 2. 

To Salisbury and Warwichy York declares 
His claim in full, nor of the crown despairs. 
But, ere his present fortune he improve, 
Behoves him first Duke Humphry to remove. 

Read Scene 3 to '* Suf. Thus Eleanor's pride dies in her 

youngest days.*' 
Omit thence Scene 3. 
Read Scene 4. 

PART II. ACT III. Read Scene 1 to " K. Hen. Who 's a 

traitor, Gloster he is noneJ* 
Omit thence Scene 1. 

With such a judge, Lord Cardinal, to try, 
Methinks you '11 scarce convict your enemy ; 
With such a judge, Lord Suffolk, rest content 
To waive your farther case in Parliament ; 
But hearken both, and, breathing softer, set 
Your thoughts to weigh the words of Margaret 
Oh, it is dreadful when a woman stirs 
The bloody purposes of murderers I 
But Beaufort catches at the wicked words, 
And doting Suffolk guilt for guilt accords ; 
Nor York witholds assent. But York will leave 
All these their mutual rmn to achieve, 
While he, as viceroy into Ireland sent. 
Shall watch in safety and improve the event. 
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Meanwhile, to keep on foot the thriving trade 

Of civil tumult, he '11 employ one Cade^ 

(A Kentish desperado, known of old 

In the Irish wars, ambitious, vain and bold) 

To raise the rabble, and himself aver 

A scion of the house of Mortimer: 

So shall the common pulse be felt, till he 

Be ripe, in right of his own pedigree. 

Omit Scene 2 to " Enter Kma Henry." 
Eead thence to ^^ E. Hen. In life^ but dottle deatJiy now 

Oloster 'a dead."" 
Omit thence to " Noiee within. Enter Warwick." 
Head thence to '^ Suf. And let thy Suffolk take his heavy leave/* 

Omit thence to " Enter Vaux.'* 
Bead thence Scene 2» 
Bead Scene 3. 

PART 11. ACT IV. Omit Scene 1 to " Cap. Bring forth the 

soldiers of our prize/* 
Bead thence Scene 1. 

Ends Breviate of Parts /., //. 



KING HENRY VI. 

PAETS II., III. 

(FROM DEATH OF aUFFOLE,) 



The seeds of mischief planted here by York 
Sailing for Ireland, have begun to work. 
Cade is afoot, and such a storm shall stir 
Against the feeble rule of Lancaster^ 
As not an Englishman who owns a groat 
But soon will wish for change, no matter what. 

PART II. ACT IV. Sead Scenes 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. 

Omit Scene 10. 

His rabblement dispersing, Cade, forespent 

With want and watching, makes again for Kent ; 

Where Alexander Iden (not ashamed 

Even there and still to be an esquire named,) 

Dared to the combat, with a happy fetch 

Of his good broadsword, slays the desperate wretch. 

PART II. ACT V. Bead Scene I to ** Enter Iden." 

Omit thence to ** E. Hen. See^ Buckingham I Somerset comes 

with the Queen.'' 
Bead thence Scene 1. 
Om;it Scenes 2, 3. 

York now no more in loyal mask disguised. 
The sword (sure supplement to laws despised) 
Awards henceforth who loses and who wins ; 
For at St. Alban's here to-day begins 
Betwixt the factions that the roses wear, 
The white of York and red of Lancastery 
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A war that ends not till with life-blood shed 

Of sons unborn, our English fields are red. 

York has, to back him, WarvncKs dreadful lord, 

And so may both the Cliffords well afford 

To leave to Henry ; and three other ones 

Not lightly to be mated, in his sons 

Edwardy George, Richard^ has he : though the last 

Crook-back'd and in a mould unsightly cast. 

No deadlier swordsman in the wars we've met, 

As, in their first encounter, Somerset 

Struck dead, attests ; while York, with rival sword 

The good Lord Clifford's valiant breast has gored. 

Young Clifford raging for his father's death, 

Enacts such deeds as take away the breath ; 

And, oft as slaughter breathing-time allows, 

Vows, and will keep, abominable vows 

Of hellish vengeance, bloody, dire, and wild. 

On York and his abettors, man and child. 

But rage as Clifford may, the battle's shape 

Turns to defeat, and Henry must escape. 

Direct for Westminster his flight is bent, 

With aim to summon, straight, a Parliament. 

To overtake him, ere the writs go out, 

Speed Fori and Warvrick; deeming, little doubt, 

A freely-summoned English Parliament 

Would give Rebellion's cause but small content. 

PART III. ACT I. Omit Scene 1 «o " York. The Queen to-day 

here holds her Parliament.'* 
Bead thence Scene 1. 
Read Scene 2 to " Enter Messenger,** 
Om^ thence Scenes 2, d. 

'Tis Margaret's self, in warrior-armour steel'd, 
With twenty thousand men, has ta'en the field ; 
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Whom yet, with thousands five, York copes withal, 

For, " Tut ! 'tis but a woman 's general.'* 

But Yorkj thy child I oh, little Rutland, stay 

In Sendall Castle's shelter for to-day. 

Alas, he's out: he'll share the dreadful joy 

Of battle : Clifford seizes on the boy : 

Vain are his tears — his piteous prayers are vain ; 

The savage vow 's fulfilled ; and Rutland's slain. 

Read Scene 4 to " Enter Queen Margaret, ^c.'* 

Omit thence to *' They lay hands on York." 

Bead thence to " Q. Mar. I pr'ytkee grieve to make me merry, 

York." 
Omit thence to " York. Oh, tiger's heart** 

Lives there a fiend indeed in Margarets breast? 
With paper crown she crowns him for a jest. 
York, thou hast ill-deserved, but few till now 
Deserving ill have recompence as thou. 

Read thence Scene 4. 

PART III. ACT II. Read Scene 1 to " Rich. Methinks His prize 

enough to he his son.** 
Omit thence to " War. Attend me, lords/* 

Tis Warwick from a bloody, doubtful fi*ay, 
Fought at St. Alban's, come with his array. 

Read thence to " Edw. God and Saint George for us.** 

Omit thence Scene 1. 
Omit Scene 2 to ** Enter Edward, George, ^c.** 

They meet at Towton. Hear what may be said 
On either part, ere yet more blood be shed. 

Read thence Scene 2. 
Omit Scenes 3, 4. 

Again the horrid scene of blood renews. 
The gentle Henry, having little use 
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In aught but Godly living, draws aside, 
While past him rolls the war's tumultuous tide. 

Read Scene 5. 
Omit Scene 6 to ** Alarm and retreat/* 
Bead thence Scene 6. 

PART III. ACT III. Omit Scenes 1,2 to'' Enter a Nobleman.'* 
Now, Margaret gone for France, a short release 
Has Henry J and a while may breathe in peace ; 
Hear the birds sing, and mark the corn-lands smile 
Under God's eye ; alas, a little while I 

Strayed from his shelter, in the forest glade, 
He greets his captors mild and tindismayed. 
A king but yesterday, a hero still 
In Christian sufferance of his Maker's will. 

While holy Henry walks, a prisoner 
'Twixt them who, yesterday, his subjects were, 
Edward sits crowned, and from his regal seat 
Awards his subjects law and judgment meet. 
There comes a widow-suitor takes his eye, 
The Lady Grey ; her modesty's reply 
To libertine advances urged apart, 
Not less than wondrous beauty, takes his heart. 
What though, for Lady Bona, Warwick 's gone, 
'Fore George, he '11 wed the Lady Grey alone. 
Let Lewis, if so please him, take it ill. 
He's King of England, and will have his will. 
Sure, speedier wooing never yet was seen. 
The lovely widow 's chosen England's Queen. 
He sits elate, nor shall his joy be less 
To hear the news that 's come by this express. 

Read thence Scene 2. 
Omit Scene 3. 

Sent on fool's errand to a monarch's court, 
Warwick will make the sender answer for 't ; 
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Teach him the measure of himself to takci ; 
And, as he made him, 'fore God, he 11 unmake I 

PART III. ACT IV. Omit Scene 1 to " ErUer Messenger^ 

The marriage much mislikes the lords at large, 
But most JDuke Clarence, Edward's brother George, 
Next in remainder : if King Edward die 
Childless, next King. If Edward must ally 
His greatness with a wife, 'twere betterisure 
A strong alliance in the match procure: 
Nor Grey nor Rivers is of station meet. 
That great Duke Clarence should as kinsman greet. 

Bead thence Scene 1. 
Omit Scenes 2, 3 to " Enter Warwick.'* 

Now Edward, see thy sentries posted well ; 
Warwick is out, and Fortune 's mutable. 

Bead thence Scene 3. 
Omit Scenes 4, 5. 
Bead Scene 6. 
OmU Scene 7. 

Back now from Burgundy is Edward come 
With strong reliefs, and finds himself at home 
In York, whereof he 's Duke. Sad Henry, see. 
New jars, new wars, new miseries for thee. 

Bead Scene 8. 

PART III. ACT V. Omit Scene 1. 

Distrust new converts. That unstable twain, 
Clarence and Somerset, change sides again, 
Deserting Wartoick whom they joined of late, 
And leaving him at Barnet to his fate. 
St. Alban's, Towton, Barnet : by and by, 
These bloody fields will close at Tewkesbury. 

Bead to end of the Play. 



KING EICHARD III. 



ACT I. Read Scene 1 to " ErUer Clarence.'* 

Omit thence to " Exeunt Clarence, ^c." 

Here Clarence comes ; but, in an evil hour. 
He comes a prisoner journeying to the Tower. 
Whose doing's this? His brother Glosier straight 
Will to the King : will heave the faction's weight 
OflF his poor George's shoulders ; " But adieu, 
" Sweet brother, Brakenbury waits for you." 

Read thence Scene 1. 
Read Scene 2. . 
Omit Scene 3 to " Enter Gloster." 

The King is sick : at every labouring breath 
Of Edward^ fears beset Elizabeth. 
If little Wales be orphaned, she can see 
His uncle Gloster will the guardian be ; 
And that, she also sees, were much the same 
As put the wolf for guardian to the lamb. 

Read thence Scene 3. 
Read Scene 4 to " Enter the two Murderers.'* 
Omit thence Scene 4. 

Give not the horrid sequel your regard. 
To hear the hapless Prince for life plead hard, 
The rufBans falter and take heart again, 
Would wring your breasts with unavailing pain. 
The deed is done ; and murdered Clarence shut 
Under close hatches, in his malmsey-butt. 
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ACT II. Omit Scene 1 to ** Enter Gloster/' 

The King is sick ; 'tis like the King will die ; 
And fit he turn his thoughts to charity. 
To heal the ancient quarrel that 's between 
Lord Hastings and the kindred of the Queen^ 
And, eke, the deeper breaches to repair 
Twixt her and Buckingham, is all his care. 
The Qiieen^a content ; but scarce so sure I am 
Of these fair promises of BuckinghanL 

Bead thence to " Glo. And yet go current from suspicion.^ 

Omit thence Scenes 1, 2, 3, 4. 

ACT III. Omit Scene 1 to " Bock. Conte hither^ Catesbt." 

The King is dead : expect a cloudy scene : 

God help the kindred of the widowed Queen ; 

These tender scions of the royal stem, 

The little Wales and York, may God help them, 

Now Gloster 's got in hand the widowed State, 

With Buckingham in joint protectorate. 

Grey, Rivers, Vaughan, on their charge, must lie 

In jail, at Pomfret. Into sanctuary, 

(A Queen with barefoot courtiers fain to lurk,) 

Flies poor Elizabeth with little York, 

Her younger boy. The Prince of Wales, recalled 

From Ludlow, is in London Tower installed, 

( York from his mother's arms reluctant torn, 

The sole companion of his state forlorn,) 

There to await his coronation day ; 

When that shall be, let uncle Gloster say : 

And uncle Gloster^s mind, in that concern, 

From cousin Buckingham and Catesby learn. 

Read thence Scene 1. 
Read Scene 2. 
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Omit Scene 3. 
Now, envious Hastings, be thy heart at rest ; 
The lords at Pomfret are to death addressed. 

Bead Scene 4. 

OmU Scenes 5, 6. 

Hasting^ head off, that stumbling-block removed, 
The ripe occasion soon shall be improved. 
To specious Biichingham the task 's assign'd 
To sound the streets, and take the city's mind ; 
With well-suggested fears that infant hands. 
In such condition as the kingdom stands, 
Are all too weakly to sustain the weight 
And guide the onsets of the reeling State ; 
And hints and bold assertions, by and by. 
As hints may hit, of Edward! s bastardy. 

Read Scene 7. 
ACT IV. Omit Scene 1. 

Denied admittance at the Tower gate. 
Forecast the worst, poor Qy,een disconsolate I 
And Marquis Dorset, if you'd thrive, repair 
To France, to Richmond, and make ready there. 

Bead Scenes 2, 3, 4 to " Duch. Eacit.** 
Omit thence to " Enter Ratcliff." 

False Richard with the widowed Queen will speak, 

The glozing flatterer with the woman weak; 

But what the point or what the King^s desire. 

It boots not, at this present, to enquire. 

Let us haste on, and see how God supplies 

The appointed end to all these villainies. 

Read thence Scenes 4, 5. 

ACT V. Read Scene 1. 

Omit Scenes 2, 3 to " Kichmond's tmt opens.** 

On Bosworth field the darkening scene presents 
The rival armies and their leaders' tents. 
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Imagination, in her flight between, 

Wid^is to miles the yards that intervene: 

Here, couching Biehmond kneels, to prayer addressed ; 

Here, Biehard takes his slnmber of nnrest 

Bead thence to end of the Play. 



KING HENRY VJII, 



ACT [. Read Scene I to " Norf. The view of earthly glory,''* 

Omit thence to " Norf. All was roycU.** 
Read thence to ** Bock. To appoint who should attend on him ?" 
Omit thence to ** Norf. Like it, your Grace,** 
Read thence to ** Buck. To be corrupt and treasonous,'* 
Omit thence to ** Norf. / am sorry, ^* 
Read thence Scene 1 . 
Read Scene 2. 
Omit Scenes 3, 4 to *' Hautboys, Enter Cardinal Wolsey." 

Whitehall, ere yet thy stately site can show 

In noble stones, the art of Inigo, 

A stately banquet seest thou, designed 

Even by as great and exquisite a mind. 

Wolsei/ ordains it. Here an English lord 

May safely throw French fashion overboard, 

Where beauty, English-nurtured, English-dressed, 

Greets native wit and learning, at its best. 

Gay Sands, esteem thyself a happy man. 

Seated by BuUen's daughter, lovely Anne, 

Who needs but honest courtship to entice 

To smiles that make the place a paradise. 

Read thence to *' Sands. Tlien we shall have them talk us to 

silence,** 
Omit thence to ** Drams and trumpets within** 
Read thence Scene 4. 

ACT II. Omit Scene 1 to " Enter Buckingham." 

Great men's misfortunes speedily are known : 
'Tis the Duke's trial they converse upon. 
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How princely Bueiinghamj at first arraigned, 
ABsnmed his courage and the charge disdained ; 
Till his own servants, even his Chancellor^ 
Sanreyor, Chaplain, yea, his Confessor, 
(Suborned some think, by others thought not so. 
But, in the issue, all one, whether or no,) 
Appeared against him, with their damning tales. 
One Toice not much in such a case avails. 
And it the prisoner's. Wonder not he sweat 
With grief and anger, caught in such a net. 
But bore him at the last, when doomed to die. 
Before his peers, with patient dignity. 
Sure 'twas a noble heart, a bounteous hand, 
But who 'gainst WoUejfa enmity can stand? 
Draw we aside. We 11 wait a while until 
Perchance he 11 pass, led back tow'rd Tower Hill. 

Read thence Scene 1. 
Read Scenes 2, 3 to '' Anne. / would not he a QueenJ* 
Omit thence to ^^ Anne. / swear again I would not be a Queen,^ 

Read thence Scene 3. 

Read Scene 4 to ^^ Wols. Most gracious sir/* 

Omit thence Scene 4. 

A nature not ungenerous, but too proud 

To have its weakness to itself avowed, 

Is Henry's ; and, when Wolsey boldly claims 

To clear himself of angry Katharines blames, 

Beseeching him declare, before them all, 

On 's royal word, did he, the Cardinal, 

Overtly, covertly, at all, incite 

To sue this process? he acquits him quite. 

Twas his own motion solely : 'twas his own 

Conscience that put him to the suit, alone : 

Unconscious quite of all the fuel brought, 

The hints and whets that stirred the simmering thought. 
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ACT III. Bead Scenes 1, 2. 

ACT IV. Omit Scene 1. 

The Queen divorced, the substituted Queen 
Shall have her beauties of her subjects seen 
In coronation pomp as ample-sized, 
And rich, as aught that Wohey e'er devised. 
But, sooth, just now we scarce have eyes to bear 
A glittering pageant. Let us leave it there ; 
And turn to where, behind Kimbolton gates. 
Another sort of scene our tears awaits. 

Read Scene 2. 
Omit Act V. 



CORIOLANUS 



ACT L Omit Seme 1 to " Enter Memehius Agmppa." 

The Roman rabble, £actioiis and untaught, 
Nooght having, love not any having aught ; 
And, least, patrician Marcius^ who, in turn. 
Fearless and proud, refrains them not his scorn : 
Yet Rome's best captain he ; as witness scars 
Ta'en in Tarquinian and in Volscian wars. 
His friend Menenius with a better grace 
Hits off the humours of the populace ; 
Patrician, too, and rich, but nothing proud, 
Mark how he takes attention of the crowd 
Who, even now, with clever rogues to head 
Their mutiny, are up for cheaper bread. 

Read thence Scene 1. 
Omit Scene 2. 

The lately-vanquished Volsces, getting word 
Of conquering Rome by home dissensions stirred, 
Take heart, and take the field. Their fortress town 
Corioli they leave in garrison. 
Aufidius leads their war, a captain stout, 
'Gainst Martins matched in many a former bout ; 
And still, for former shames remembered well, 
'Gainst Martins' bearing hate implacable. 

Read Scene 3. 
Otnit Scenes 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10. 
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ACT II. Omit Scene 1 to " Enter Volumnia," 

The Volsces issuing from Corioli 

Again with Martins Mars's hazard try ; 

But, cast, re-seek the town, ingress allowed 

Through open gates ; and, with the flying crowd, 

Goes Martins — Gods I — alone ; the gates behind 

Clapped to, he^s lost; he's in a trap confined: 

Oh, Titus Lartius^ and oh, rascal scum 

Of Roman sewers, to Martini rescue come ; 

Ladder and pick, break over ; break a-head. 

Strong hand, and win him back, alive or dead. 

He lives ; he slays ; he 's red from head to heel 

In Volscian blood. Now stay the slaughtering steel ; 

The town's our own ; and to Cominini tent 

Bear him for surgeon-aid incontinent. 

But nought that tent of bath or balm can yield 

Will Martins, while Anfidins keeps the field : 

Cominins^ license had, o'er hill and plain 

Again he seeks, and chases him again ; 

Then to his general humbly makes repair : 

The enraptured soldiers toss their caps in air ; 

And generous Cominius gives the name 

That marks our Martinis in the roll of Fame, 

Coriolanus. He shall now to Rome, 

Where wife and mother give liim welcome home ; 

But not the TribiJbnes of the People \ they 

With grudge and envy greet his holiday. 

Read thence to " The Tribtmes remain/* 
Omit thence to ** Enter Messenger." 

'Tis comfort to the Tribtmes that, at worst. 
Suppose him consul named, 'tis needful, first. 
He pass the people's vote; and, cap in hand. 
In candidature of the rabble, stand 
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At the street comers; and they reckon sure 
His stomach that disgust will not endure. 

Read thence Scene 1. 
Bead Scene 2. 
Omit Scene 3 to *' Re- enter Menenius." 

The Tribunes err: by wise Menenius ruled, 
And somewhat in the ways of canvass school'd, 
Coriolantts dons the beggar's gown 
Of oflBce-candidate ; parades the town, 
With motley following, from street to street; 
Asks, and obtains the needful " voices sweet." 

Bead thence to " 3 Cit. Was not this mockery?*' 
Omit thence to " 3 Git. He *s not confimCd, we may deny him 

yet:' 

Read thence to " Sic. Let them assembled 

Omit thence Scene 3. 

Take courage, Tribunes. Founding on this pet 
Of the electors, you may foil him yet. 
Be sad and sympathising with them all : 
Some relish, here, of ridicule let fall. 
There, of reproach ; and see ye groan and sigh, 
Lamenting Rome^s endangered liberty. 

ACT III. Read Scene 1 to *' Men. Be calm^ he calm." 

Omit thence Scene 1 . 

Now, Tribunes^ but improve his present mood. 
And soon hell fiirnish you occasion good 
For some complaint, it matters little what. 
Contempt of court, sedition, treason fiat. 
So they with skilful bait, in word and tone 
Of well-judg'd provocation, lead him on, 
Till Brutus deems the purpose ripe, and straight 
Impeaches him of treason to the State, 
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And calls the ^diles in. Unseemly brawl 
Ensues; and Martins drubs and drives them all. 
With much ado Meneniua gets him home, 
Engaging in a Uttle time he'll come, 
And answer his accusers, face to face, 
Before the People in the Market Place. 

Read Scene 2. 
Omit Scene 3 to "Sic. WeU^ here he comes.'* 
Bead thence Scene 3. 

ACT IV. Bead Scenes 1, 2. 

Omit Scene 3. 

Now once again Rome's new domestic jar 
Invites the Volsces tQ^renew the war. 

Eead Scenes 4, 5 to " Exeunt Coriolanus and Aufidius." 

Omit thence Scene 5. 

Much wonderment it makes Aufdius^ slaves, 
This gentle meeting of the rival braves ; 
Much they exult to think the foeman host 
In exiled Martins such an arm has lost. 

Bead Scene 6 to " Enter three or four Citizens.*' 
Omit thence to " Enter Mdile.** 

Let the vain fools a little longer prate. 
And Rome on rule reformed congratulate. 
They not the last, in glee, to overthrow 
Old rule, and rue the new in bitter woe. 

Bead thence to end of the Flay.* 



II 



JULIUS CiESAR. \ 



ACT I. Bead Act J. 

ACT IF. Bead Scenes 1, 2. 

Omit Scenes 3, 4. 

The Plot 's got wind. Artemidoriis here 

Waits in the street, till Julius shall appear, 

To give him warning in a written bill. 

With names set down of them that mean him ill. 

He, too, who bade him " Ides of March beware," 

Will see how, haply, prophecy will fare 

On her own day foretold. Outside her gate 

Portia accosts him. She can neither wait 

Indoors ; nor tarry out ; nor tell her boy 

The real reason of his oft employ 

On errand thither : but would fain, withal, 

Know how 'tis going at the Capitol. 

ACT III. Bead Scenes 1, 2. 

Omit Scene 3. 

ACT IV. Omit Scenes 1, 2. 

Regicides, fly I In Rome 'tis all amiss. 

If help you hope, seek other scene than this. 

The legions still in Thessaly are true 

To the old Republic. There 's the place for you. 

All Rome against you rages ; be but called 

By name of one of you, you *11 sure be mauled ; 

As Cinna, poet, finds, on halbard toss'd, 

For Cinna, patriot, taken to his cost. 
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So rage the populace with steel and fire 

Against the men who gave them their desire ; 

And find, for one slain tyrant, by decree 

Of common fate, a reign of tyrants three ; 

For, met at once in council, Lepidus, 

Mark Antony and young Octamus^ 

(Which young, discreet OctaviuSy be it known, 

Enjoys a will and judgment of his own,) 

Like old accepted brethem of the tribe. 

Sit down to sentence, banish, and proscribe: 

Prick this one's name and that ; •* Your brother, he/* 

" Prick down your sister's son, and I agree." 

So they ; the while in Sardis Brutus lies, 

Cassius camp'd near him, both with good supplies; 

But certain differences, as oft befalls 

In war, have hapt betwixt the generals. 

Bead Scene 3 to *' Re- enter Titinius and Messala." 
Omit thence to '* Bru. Welly to our work alive,** 

Messalahss his letters here from Rome, 
Importing that the swift Triumvirs come, 
With Rome's best legions at their back, in search 
Of Brutus^ power, and towards Philippi march. 

Bead thence Scene 3. 

ACT V. Omit Scene 1 to " Cab. Why nowy hloWy wind** 

The adverse armies mustered on the plain. 
Their captains, first, a parley entertain. 
Brutus, methinks, if patient bearing could, 
Would save the further waste of Roman blood ; 
But the imperial pair with taunt and scoff. 
So rage and riot, parley 's broken off. 
Take to your standards, both : for biting words 
Make now your trial of incisive swords. 
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Lead on the right wing, Brutus ; and do thou 
Cassiusj the left. Fate's self 's in balance now. 
Empire or old Republic, which shall sway 
The World ? PhiUppi field will tell to-day. 

Read thence Scenes 1 , 2, 3. 
Omit Scene 4. 

Cato is down. LuciliuSy taken too, 
They take for Brutus ; but, with instinct true. 
He tells his captors, — and for honor's sake 
Believe him, — Brutus they shall never take. 

Re(id to end of the Play. 



ANTONY AND CLEOPATRA. 



ACT I. Omit Scene 1 to " Cleo. If this he love indeed.*^ 

Jules Caesar dead, the earth is ruled by three — 

OctaviuSf LepiduSy and Antony i 

Thej two in Rome ; but Antony delays 

To join his colleagues, spending festive days, 

(By hapless Fulvia happily unseen,) 

At Alexandria, with the Egyptian Qmen. 

Head thence Scene 1. 
OmU Scene 2 to " Ant. Forbear me. There *s a great spirit 

gone.** 

The Queens tirewomen, waiting till she comes, 

Seek to a Soothsayer to spell their dooms : 

This only certain answer they receive, 

" The lady whom ye serve ye shall outlive." 

Small the concern it gives the merry jades, 

Who jibe and jest and flout at Fate's charades. 

Far otherwise with Antony : he hears 

" Fulvia is dead," from Roman messengers ; 

And scarce refrains his joy, and scarce his tears. 

Head thence to " Ant. Would I had never seen her I " 

Omit thence Scene 2. 
Read Scene 3. 
Omit Scenes 4, 5. 

ACT. II. Omit Scenes 1, 2 to ** CiES. / wrote to you" 

Earth, and whatever her fruitful bosom bears 
The heirs of Julius vindicate for theirs, 
Supreme on land : but murdered Pompeys son, 
With wild piratic messmates many a one. 
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And, for vice-admirals, Menecrates 
And Mena>8^ holds the Empire of the Seas. 
Behoves the imperial trio that they meet, 
Advise, and furnish forth the Roman fleet. 
They 're met at Lepidus^s house to-day, 
Antony present. Hearken what they say. 

Read thence Scenes 2, 3, 4, 5. 
Omit Scene 6. 

Let caulking seams and sharpening board-pikes cease, 
Pompey with Rome has come on terms of peace ; 
Which happy issue to confirm, he feasts 
On board his ship, the three Imperial guests. 

Read Scene 7 to " Pom. Desist, and drink" 
Omit thence Scene 7. 

ACT III. Omit Scene 1. 

Antonivs' captains on the Parthian plains, 

Reap him fresh fame, while he at Rome remains. 

And Athens next his resting-place ordains. 

Omit Scene 2 to " Enter Caesar, ^c." 
Read thence Scenes 2, 3. 
Omit Scenes 4, 5, 6 to " Enter Octavia." . 

New-wedded Antony at Athens lies : 
Dissensions fast 'twixt him and Ccesar rise : 
Octavia loves him well ; but, well-a-day, 
He would not much repine were she away. 
The generous woman, ready at the call 
Of love and duty, (and 'tis hard withal 
To part from such a bridegroom), yet will go 
To Rome, since Antony would have it so, 
As mediatrix, to compose the strife : 
Good sister — loving, ill-requited wife ! 

Read thence to " Cms. Cleopatra hath nodded him to her J* 
Omit thence to " Oct. Ah me, most wretched,'* 
Read thence Scene 6. 
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Oifiit Scenes 7, 8. 

The fatal rupture which we all foresaw 

'Twixt wronged Octavius and his brother-in-law, 

Issues in war declared. At Actium Head 

By land and sea their rival flags they spread : 

But not for who shall wed or who shall wive, 

'Tis for the Empire of the World they strive. 

With Antony comes Cleopatra, there 

With sixty Nile-mann'd galleys for her share ; 

But ill the mariners of Grecian seas 

Brook fellowship of comrades such as these ; 

And much his captains Antony implore 

To try the fortune of the day on shore. 

Vainly his chiefs their wise advice prefer ; 

He only lives, he only fights, near her. 

The battle joins by sea : the timorous Queen 

At first disclosure of the bloody scene, 

Turns rudder and hauls off. Her caitiff crews 

Down all their line the Roman beaks refuse. 

Make sail, and fly : he, too, infatuate. 

Puts up his helm ; and follows her and Fate. 

Read Scenes 9, 10, 11. 
ACT IV. Omit Scenes 1, 2, 3, 4. 

Again in breast of Antony arise, 

Slow through his shames, the manlier energies. 

Old soldiers by his side there yet remain ; 

Old warrior-faculties of arm and brain 

Are with him still: the Queen has men enough, 

(Would only, Gods, they were of Roman stuff !) 

And galleys too, Nile-captained though they be, 

To meet Octavius both by land and sea. 

Read Scenes 5, 6. 
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Omit Scenes 7, 8. 

Th' old might is in his arm. To-day has seen 
The victor once again salute his Queen. 
To-morrow, Fate shall deal the final blow 
By sea. To supper. Let the goblets flow. 

Read Scenes % 10, 11, 12, 13. 

ACT V. Omit Scene 1. 

Now Cleopatra to her fortune bends, 

And humble embassy to Ccesar sends, 

Seeking the clemency he grants as soon 

As asked for ; but has scarce conferred the boon 

When, with the sword fresh from its bloody sheath, 

Comes one announcing him the self-wrought death 

Of Antony. Octavius, in his turn, 

Turns pale, forecasting, in a shrewd concern. 

That Cleopatra with a rivalling blow 

May cheat his triumph of its chiefest show. 

He orders Proculeius watch her well, 

And on like charge despatches Dolabel; 

Still, not content, himself will reassure 

The precious captive, and his end secure. 

Read to end of the Play, 



TIMON OF ATHENS. 



ACT I. Omit Scene 1 to " Paint. You see this confluence.*' 

A great lord's parasites, assembled here, 
Wait till their Patron, Timony shall appear ; 
Each with his wares to vend him, or present 
In expectation of equivalent 
Measured by boundless bounty, which demands 
But smiling faces with recipient hands. 
The Painter has, on canvas, told his story ; 
The Poety his, in well-rhymed allegory : 
For once, 'twould seem, an honest Muse's gift, 
Would but Lord Timon apprehend its drift ; 
But, where 's the Patron who himself descries 
In Satire that he's asked to patronise? 

Read thence to " Apem. What *8 she^ if I he a dog f " 
Omit thence to " Trumpets sound.** 

Here let the snapping cynic, for a while. 

Life's shows alike and decencies revile ; 

As far from wisdom in his savage pride 

As sumptuous Timon, on the other side. 

Read thence Scenes 1, 2. 

ACT II. Read Semes 1, 2 to ^^ Enter Page.** 

Omit thence to " Re-enter Timon and Flavius. Exeunt 

Servants.** 
Read thence Scene 2. 

ACT III. Read Scenes 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. 

ACT IV. Omit Scene 1. 

Is 't in the compass of the human mind, 
Is 't possible a man should hate mankind ? 
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The frenzied Timon^ in this grief of his, 

Too well believes, and fiercely feels, it is. 

(Alas, and doomed, with intermission brief, 

Scarce self-avowed, to die in that belief.) 

City abhorred I he flies thee and thy feasts, 

To seek less false companionship of beasts. 

Naked as they, in savage solitudes 

He '11 hide from human converse : in the woods 

Ask only Nature for her wilding fruits, 

Drink the free spring, and dig the earth for roots. 

Bead Scenes 2, 3 to " Tim. Follow thy drum*^ 

Omit thence to " Alcib. / have hut little gold oflate^ 

Read thence to ** Tim. Speak not ; he gone'' 

Omit thence to ** Alois. Strike up the drum toward Athens,*' 

Read thence to " Enter Apemantus." 

Omit thence to " Tim. / am sick of this false world" 

The hateful cynic, from the city come. 

Invades wild Timon in his forest home ; 

Hard to discern which toils in thornier path. 

The fool of Reason or the fool of Wrath. 

A vain philosophy has nothing left 

In Apemantus worth a beggar's theft : 

But Timon s ruined nature still retains 

One human feeling 'mongst its seared remains, 

One heavenly spark, a gentle breath might fan 

To Love's own flame, had Fortune brought the man. 

Alas, the man misguiding Fortune brings. 

Knows only spleenful, hard, unhappy things : 

Pass on : our Reading *s better that it wants 

Their counterchanged reproaches, scorns, and taunts. 



Read thence to " Tim. That beasts may have the world in 

empire" 

Omit thence to " Enter Banditti" 

Read thence to end of the Play. 



ROMEO AND JULIET 



ACT I. Omit Scenes 1, 2, 3. 

To-day, in fair Verona town, renews 

The feud of Capulets and Montagues. 

The factious-serving men the broil commence ; 

This bites his thumb, and t' other takes offence ; 

And so, from mocks and jibes, to blows they go : 

In comes the Montagute Benvolio ; 

Who drawing, with intent to part the brawl, 

Tybalt, the wickedest Capulet of them all. 

Has at him : to it they cluster, all and some, 

Till out the heads of both the houses come. 

Old Montague will have a bout at it yet ; 

And, in his house-gown, aged Capulet^ 

(Though sure a crutch might better serve his trade,) 

Calls for his long sword like a lusty blade. 

So swells the tumult, till the Prince appears 

Backed by a regiment of halbardiers ; 

Shames the old nobles, makes the riot cease, 

And binds both parties over to the peace ; 

With princely word in pledge, the first who draws 

Weapon again in this dissensions cause. 

Were he his brother, of the fact attaint. 

Shall pay the smart in death or banishment. 

But why, with other Montagues^ you '11 say. 
Game not young Romeo also to the fray? 
A question fair, and shall have meet reply ; 
Romeo 's in love ; and there 's the reason why. 
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He haunts his chamber and the silent gi'ove, 
Pining for her who not returns his love, 
The cold, unloving, lovely Rosaline. 
BenvoUo thinks were other beauties seen, 
Whose tenderer-speaking eyes, and equal-bright. 
Might Romeo with an answering beam requite, 
And glance reciprocal of heart for heart, 
Perchance 'twould cure his Cousin of his smart. 

So, when Sire Capulet ordains a feast, 
Tho' there no Montague 's a bidden guest. 
Yet will BenvoUo, gay MercutiOf 
(A merry witty blade, I'd have you know) 
And sighing Romeo thither, masquing go. 
For all the beauties of Verona there 
To-night will pay their duties to the fair 
Juliet, the daughter of the mansion. She 
Is sought to wife by one of high degree. 
The young Earl Paris, rich, and with the boot 
Of both her parents' favor to his suit. 

Not yet to Juliet, only to her sire. 
Has County Paris breathed his soul's desire. 

Bead Scenes 4, 5. 

ACT II. Omit Scene 1. 

Here, o'er the wall, see vaulting Romeo get 
Into the garden of old Capulet. 

Read Scene 2. 
Omit Scene 3. 

With Friar Laurence in his quiet cell. 
Doctrine divine and earthly knowledge dwell. 
Even as the hearts his penitents make bare, 
The varying stuffs of human kind declare. 
His books of art and lembic give him, so. 
The several virtues and effects to know 
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Of all the plants that in the herb-plot live, 

Alike the baneful and the curative. 

To him comes Romeo with his new-got mind 

From which the image, yesterday enshrined, 

It seemed for ever, of fair Rosaline^ 

Is gone complete, as though it ne'er had been ; 

And prays performance of the holy rite 

Makes him and Juliet one, this very night. 

Read Scenes 4, 5, 6. 

ACT III. Read Semes 1, 2, 3. 

Omit Scene 4. 
Read Scene 6 to " Exit Romeo." 
Omit thence Scene 5. 

ACT IV. Omit Scene 1 to " Exit Paris." 

The County Paris fain would know his doom ; 

But Tybalt's death keeps Juliet to her room ; 

Yet Capulety impatient of delay, 

Will answer for her, ay, and name the day. 

" Children obey your parents," is his text; 

With " Wife go warn the child for Thursday next" 

He'll hear no question, suffer no reply. 

On Thursday next she weds the Count, perdy. 

Oh, feel for Juliet. If the hapless child 

Deceive such parent, be your judgments mild: 

If, in such strait, she temporise a while 

With Paris self, forgive the artless guile. 

Read thence Scene 1. 
Omit Scene 2. 

Juliet^ instructed by the friendly friar. 
Makes show of full obedience to her sire. 
'Tis settled all. Prepare the wedding feast ; 
Bid the musicians in, and warn the Priest. 
Nurse to your mistress' bed-chamber repair, 
And lay her bridal garment ready there. 
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Read Scene 3. 
Omit Scene 4. 

Now all *8 complete. The momipg sky is red. 
Go, NursCj and call your mistress from her bed. 

Read Scene 5 to " Exeunt Capulet, ^c.'* 
Omit thence Scene 5. 

Put on the stage, such general scene of grief 
Asks mirth for foil. We need not that relief, 
Who only read the Play: so pass we by 
The servants' and musicians' comedy. 

ACT V. Read thence to end of the Play. 



HAMLET, 



ACT I. Read Scene 1 to " Hor. This bodes some strange eruption 

to our stated* 
Omit thence to *^ Hor. A mote it is to trouble the mind's eye^ 

Seems to the Watch 'tis Norway's late demand 
Preferred for restitution of the land 
Their Fortinhras erewhile in forfeit gave 
To Denmark, stirs King Hamlet in his grave. 
Not so thinks young Horatio, late returned 
From Wittenberg, a scholar, classic-learned. 

Bead thence Scene 1* 
Omit Scene 2 to ^' Exeunt King^ ^c^ 

The dead King's brother, reigning in his stead. 

Succeeds to him alike in throne and bed; 

And in his council hall to-day are seen 

The Prince supplanted and the adopted Queen, 

King Claudius and his councillors of state 

On Fortinhrais claim deliberate ; 

Commission envoys forth in that affair; 

And young Laertes, in attendance there, 

Who late preferred petition to receive 

Conjgi for modish Paris, has his leave. 

{Polonius' son is he: Ophelia fair 

His only sister, of whom more elsewhere.) 

Which done, the attendant lords and Court retire ; 

And Hamlefs mother and his uncle-sire. 

With mixed expostulation, fond and keen, 

Berate him sharply for his moody mien, 



1 



68 Shakespearean JBreviates. 

And charge to cheerfulness : who being gone, 
The Prince shall speak his private thoughts alone. 

Bead thence Scene 2. 
Omit Scene 3 to *' Pol. Tet here Laertes ! '* 

Affectionate Laertesy ere he leaves, 

Some prudent counsel to Ophelia gives ; 

So too Polonitis (and no sillier sage 

Or wiser dotard lives in Shakespeare's page) 

Has got his lesson for Laertes^ ear, 

Well fit for sons and fathers all to hear. 

Read thence to ** Pol* Ay, springes to catch woodcocks/* 

Omit thence to " Pol. This for allJ* 

Bead thence Scenes 3, 4, 5. 

ACT II. Omit Scene 1 to " Enter Ophelia." 

Polonius takes his measures that his son 
Be watched in Paris and reported on : 
But, for his daughter, young Ophelia, she 
Must her own guardian and reporter be. 

Bead thence Scene 1. 
Omit Scene 2 to ^^ Pol. / do think, or else this brain of mine/' 

The guilty Qtteen, though half afraid to learn 
What ails her son, commissions Guildenstem 
And Rosencrantz, two followers of the Court, 
To sound and probe him: but another sort 
Of explanation old Polonius finds 
Of Hamlet's symptoms for the royal minds. 

Bead thence to " Be-enter Polonius." 
Omit thence to ^^ Exeunt Voltimand, ^cJ* 

The Norway envoys thence returned, report 
Young Fortinbras's projects all cut short. 

Bead thence to " Ham. Good lads, how do you both? " 
OmU thence to " Ham. What *s the newsf " 
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Read thence to ^' Rosen. The tragedians of the city,** 
Omit thence to ^* Ham. Good, my lord; will you see the players 

well bestowed f " 

Leave Hamlet here a while to school the play'rs. 
A play may pave the way for grave afl&irs. 

Bead thence Scene 2. 

ACT III. Omt Scene 1 to " Enter Hamlet." 

The royal pair, before the play, will try 
This test of old Polonius^ theory. 
Let fair Ophelia^ as by chance, be thrown 
In Hamlets 'wsiy^ the while he walks alone 
In the gallery : the King and Queen will lie 
Unseen, and hearken to their colloquy. 

Bead thence Scene 1. 
Omit Scene 2 to " Enter Polonius, ^c." 

The playVs instructed and the scene set out. 
Ere yet the royal party and their rout 
Of curious courtiers come, Horatio's ear 
Some further hints of Hamlet's drift shall hear. 

Bead thence to " Oph. No, my lordJ^ 

Omit thence to *' Oph. Tou are merry^ my lordJ* 

Bead thence to ^* Oph. Belike this show imports the argument.'* 

Omit thence to '^ Ham. Madam^ how like you this play f " 

The Prologue done, the Player King and Queen 

Recite the phrases of a loving scene ; 

Each vows to each eternal love to keep. 

And presently the mock King falls asleep. 

The mock Queen "exit" with "sleep rock thy brain, 

" And never come mischance between us twain." 

Bead thence Scene 2. 
Omit Scene 3 to " Enter Polonius." 
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The King 's resolved : Hamlet to England straight 
Must go, or all goes counter in the State. 

Read thence Scene 3. 
Read Scene 4. 

ACT IV. Omit Scenes 1, 2, 3, 4. 

Now are the guilty and most wretched pair 
Of Hamlet's knowledge of their crime aware. 
He must to England, if themselves they 'd save ; 
He must, in subject England, find a grave. 
Despatch the mandate with injunction strong, 
And Rosencrantz and Guildenstern along. 

Read Scene 5 to " Kino. Conceit upon her father.** 

Omit thence to " Oph. / hope all wiU be well,'* 

Bead thence to '^ A noise within** 

Omit thence, to " Enter Ophelia." 

'Tis young Laertes all in frantic ire. 
Bent to avenge the murder of his sire : 
Alas, why charge his murder on our head, 
Who loved him living and lament him dead ? 
'Twas Hamlet's hand that did the fatal act, 
'Twas hapless Hamlets madness's effect. 
Sad son, no more bewail a father's bier. 
But, sadder brother, see a sister here. 

Read thence Scene 5. 
Omit Scenes 6, 7. 

The Princess ship, with pirates on the sea 
Boarded and boarding interchangably, 
The Danes detach them on a slant of wind, 
Make off, and Hamlet^ prisoner, leave behind. 
The generous rovers, for a fine, restore 
Their royal captive to the Danish shore. 
Hamlet returned ! Too far in guilt gone in 
Claudiusy now, to stop at further sin. 
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Laertes^ iuTj for a father slain, 

And one-loved only sister left insane, 

Still smoulders hot. It needs but cautious hint, 

Murder for murder; and 'tis steel to flint. 

'Twere easy now a full revenge to snatch, 

Hamlet at hand. Suppose a fencing-match. 

A foil without a button might avail ; 

A goblet ready if the foil should fail. 

And here 's the Queen has dreadful news to breathe, 

Ophelia 's drowned ! she leaned to hang her wreath 

Of wild flowers on the willow, where it dipped 

To kiss the flooded stream, and in she slipped. 

Buoyed up awhile, she floated, borne along. 

And sang her snatches of fantastic song, 

Singing and sinking as to sea she fared. — 

No more. He '11 do it. Be the foils prepared. 

ACT V. Omit Scene 1 to " let Clown throws up a shuU** 

Head thence Scene 1. 
Omit Scene 2 to *' Hor. Tou will lose this wager^ my lord** 

The Prince's sea-adventures, while in charge 
Of 's friends, Horatio now may hear at large. 
How, finding their Commission, he made bold 
Read it, wherein was England strictly told 
On sight of bearer, and these presents read, 
Forthwith to make him shorter by the head. 
With new instructions of the like import, 
[ Names only changed, (nor much we blame him for 't), 

A little ere the pirates gave them chase. 
He slips the altered packet in its place : 
And so, good Rosencrantz and Guildenstern 
God speed your embassage and safe return ! 

But Osric comes: a finished fop indeed. 
As e'er at court wore fashion's newest weed 
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Or phrased her jargon ; will beseech the Prince 
Such gentleness of courtesy evince 
Tow'rd young Laertes, as to play a bout 
At rapiers with him: for the Court's in doubt 
Which has the sweeter fence, good faith ! and yet 
The King himself, to show his love, will bet 
On Hamlet winning two in three. Agreed 
And, after dinner let the match proceed. 

Bead thence to " Flights of angels guard thee to thy rest^*' 

Omit to end of the Play 



MACBETH. 



ACT I. Read Scene 1. 

Omit Seme 2. 

King Duncans cause, betrayed by traitor's guile, 
To-day, in Forres-fight seemed lost a while ; 
And lost had been, but for your manly play, 
Macbeth and Banquo, who, in mid dismay, 
Turned back the flight, re-formed the broken files, 
Chastised the rebels of the Western Isles, 
And, following in Norwegian Sweno^s rout. 
With linked Rebellion, drove Invasion out. 
Cousins of royal Duncan both ye are. 
His trusted counsellors in peace and war; 
Who now, at eve, his enemies o'erthrown. 
Together, campward, cross the moor alone. 
Wide spreads the heath around them, dun and bare, 
The sunset lowers, and thunder 's in the air. 

Read Scene 3. 
Omit Scene 4. 

The grateful Duncan, who has lolig decreed 
That Malcolm^ his first-bom, shall next succeed, 
And Prince of Cumberland creates him now, — 
(It brings Macbeth a shade across the brow — ) 
His crown secure, conceiving no reward 
Too bounteous weighed against a realm restored. 
To cap his kinsman's honors, will remain 
Guest of Macbethy to-night, at Dunsinane. 

Read Scenes. 5, 6, 7. 
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ACT II. Read Scenes 1, 2. 

OmU Scene 3 to " ^frfer Macbeth.** 

Macduff and Lenox ^ knocking at the gate, 
From late carouse find all the sleepers late ; 
At last admitted, night-gown'd and undressed 
Macbeth appears, as if (ah me !) from rest 

Read thence Scene 3. 
Read Scene 4. 

ACT III. Read Scenes 1, 2, 3, 4. 

Omit Scene 5. 

The three weird sisters of themselves supply 
Mischiefs enough ; so, pass we Hecate by. 

Read Scene 6. 

ACT IV. Read Scenes 1, 2 to ^^ Enter Murderers:* 

Omit thence Scene 2. 

Read not the scene, foreseen, of tears and blood ; 
Unread, already too well understood. 

Read Scene 3 to ^' Macd. TelVd out like syllable of doleurJ* 

Omit to " Enter Rosse." 

Macduff and Malcolm at the English Court, 
Poor refugees, in hospitable sort 
Received, as still was England's wont, attend 
The aids their generous entertainers lend. 

Read thence to end of the Play, 
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KING LEAR. 



ACT I. Omit Scene 1 to " Enter Lear, ^c." 

Sirs, and dear ladies, let us, for a while. 

Fancy our life in ancient Britain's isle, 

Where aged Lear amongst his daughters three 

Designs partition of his monarchy. 

These, Goneril, Duke Albany his wife ; 

Regan^ Duke ComwalVs ; for the third, a strife 

Holds long 'twixt France and Burgundy^ who claim, 

Each, that Cordelia share his diadem. 

Two lords of Court the verse shall next present : 

Earl Gloster, one ; the other honest Kent, 

Two sons hath Gloster — one, legitimate, 

Edgar ; and one by birth degenerate 

As nature, Edmund. Fancy all are here. 

While thus upon our lecture enters Lear, 

Bead thence Scene I to " Re-enter Gloster, with France, Sfc** 
Omit ilience to " France. Fairest Cordelia." 

Leave Burgundy to drive his bargain hard, 
And spurn the dowerless beauty : but regard 
How generous France, most like a noble king, 
Will wed with worth, though worth no portion bring. 

Read thence Scene 1. 
Omit Scene 2. 

Edmund a letter feigns, and feigns to find. 
Which against Edgar poisons Gloster 8 mind ; 
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And with false surmises in Edgar's ear, 
Begets suspicion of his sire, and fear. 

Read Scenes 3, 4, 5. 

ACT 11. Omit Scene 1. 

Edmund^ with bugbears and with false alarms 
Of treasons charged, and meditated harms, 
Moves simple Edgar, in a causeless fright, 
To save himself, he thinks, from death, by flight 
Then shews the flight; shews then his proper blood 
(From wounds self-given), as though he had withstood 
Arms raised against their father. Thus belied 
Edgar 's proclaimed traitor and parricide. 

Bead Scene 2 to " Kent. Fellow, I know theeJ* 
Omit thence to " CoiiN. Fetch forth the stocks** 

Of honest Kent's uncivil phrase enough ; 

He knows his man ; and deals him kick and cuff 

As once before ; when, lo, in middle brawl, 

Come Edmund, Cornwall, Regan, Gloster, all : 

And Kent, — whose rage his better utterance blocks, — 

Stands, by Duke Cornwall sentenced to the stocks. 

Bead thence Scene 2. 
Read Semes 3, 4. 

ACT III. Read Semes 1,2. 

Omit Scene 3. 

Edmund, — duped Edgar into exile gone, — 
Deems nought accomplished until all 's his own : 
And, Gloster shewing dangerous letters, got 
From France, will make these missives serve his plot ; 
Till, as the brother, so the father, too, 
Cease to obstruct the pathway he 'd pursue. 

Read Scene 4. 
Omit Scene 5. 
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Read Scene 6 to " Exeunt Kent, ^c." 
Omtif tAenc6 Scene 6. 

Let Edgar breathe his sorrows on the wind, 
To worse misfortune Gloster 's left behind. 
By his own base-bom son arraigned, he stands 
Convicted, and in ruthless judges' hands. 
Oh, turn the page ! the dreadful scene shut up, 
Where, with fell talons, from each bleeding cup, 
Cornwall and Regan pluck his orbs of sight. 
And drive him, homeless, on perpetual night. 

ACT IV. Read Scene 1. 

Oinit Scenes 2, 3. 

Edmund^ now Gloster, soaring high'r and high'r, 
Must match with Queens : and GoneriVs desire 
Forestalls his hope. Duke Albany^ between 
His villain Captain and his faithless Queen 
Beset by snares, stands fast in Virtue's place. 
And chides the wicked creature to her face. 

The French have landed : France himself returned ; 
Cordelia^ in whose breast has constant burned 
Filial affection, quenchless, strong, and clear, 
Seeks, up and down, the reverend head of Lear. 
He, smit with shame and madness, shuns her search, 
While arms sound round, and troops to battle marcli. 

Read Scenes 4, 5, 6 to " Enter a OentlemanJ* 
Omit thence Scene 6. 

Oswald^ with letters that bewray her crime, 
From Goneril to Edmund, in ill time 
Haps on blind Gloster^ deemed a noble prize ; 
But Edgar fells, and spoils him, as he lies, 
Of those dire cartels, breathing shameful vows 
And death to Albany, 'twixt Mend and spouse. 
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While Edgar ponders how he 'II best employ 
These direful proofs, partake Cordelia^ s joy; 
Her pious quest has had a good success, 
And Lear again may feel his child's caress. 
See where, all three assembled, loyal Kent 
Sits with his King and Princess^ in her tent. 

Read Scene 7* 



ACT V. Omit Scene 1 to " Enter Edgar, disguised.'' 

The star of Edmund mounting yet above 

Top limits, Regan also proffers love. 

Leave the fierce Queens in jealous interchange 

Of glance and taunt, and note the figure strange 

Who, all unmarked of cither's angry eye. 

In ragged garb, approaches Albany. 

Read thence to •' Re-enter Edmund." 
Omit thence Scenes 1, 2. 

The British battle musters on the plain ; 

Edmundy an equal, at the ducal rein, 

Rides side by side with Albany^ — the prize, 

All Britain's sceptre, dancing in his eyes. 

The battle joins : ill speeds the Frenchman's day, 

See Lear and sweet Cordelia led away. 

Proud Edmund's captives : and, see re-appear. 

Touched by Love's light, the darkened mind of Lear 

Read Scene 3 to *' Alb. A herald^ hoa/" 
Omit thence Scene 3 to " Alb. Knowest thou this paper f 

A Champion answers, as the trumpet calls ; 
They run their course of combat. Edmund falls. 
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Wounded to death, though not yet dead, he lies ; 
God grant his soul repentance, ere he dies. 

Bead thence to " Edm. This speedh of yours hath moved me, and 

shall perchance do good" 
Omit thence to '* Enter a Gentleman hastily" 
Head thence to end of the Play. 



CYMBELINE. 



Omit Acts /., //. 

Ye lovely ladies and ye men of might, 

'Tis Cymheline shall be our play to-night ; 

But, since at large to read the text were long, 

Our gentle Shakespeare will forgive the wrong, 

If I the fore-plot of the piece rehearse 

In lines foreshortened and shortcoming verse. 

Kjiow, then, till perjured lachimo appear, 
We all, to-night, are Ancient Britons here ; 
And this room, England ; ere the English name 
And tongue of Shakespeare with the Saxons came. 
Great JuUub dead, Augustus in his room 
Sits Capitol'd, and gives the world its doom, 
All but Britannia. Here, the vast machine 
Of Roman rule stands stopped by Cymheline^ 
Our Island king, who, of the slavish West, 
Alone defies the foreigner's behest, 
And yields no tribute, and no master owns, 
Within the freedom-breathing guardian zones 
Of 's own four seas : but, in his household part, 
'Twixt Queen and daughter, suffers cruel smart. 

His first queen, long deceased, him duly bare 
Two boys, both brave ones, and this daughter fair ; 
But the boy-babes, it chanced upon a day, 
Were from their father's palace filched away. 
And never since, above or under ground. 
Have tidings of the princely youths been found. 
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Fair Imogen^ his daughter, ere he wed 

His second Qtieeriy who now partakes his bed, 

Had grown to time of love in company 

With young Posthumus, a poor noble he, 

Bred up at Court, whose sire, 'tis meet you know — 

{Silicius Leonattis, sumamed so 

For 's prowess) — with two elder sons, in fight 

For Britain, perished ere he saw the light ; 

And in the giving him to light of day 

His widowed mother, too, had passed away. 

Sure, then, our youth 's the most forlorn of men ; 

Not so, good lack I the love of Imogen, 

Soft growing on where youthful friendship ends, 

For father, mother, brothers, makes amends ; 

Unknown to Cymbeline, who, when he 'd fain 

Match'd her, (and so secured her future reign,) 

With clownish Cloten, his now Queen's one son. 

Finds all his labour lost, and hopes undone ; 

For, while he planned, the nuptial knot is tied, 

And Imogen is now Poathumus^ bride. 

{PosthumtM — so has Shakespeare laid the stress 

On the penultimate, and I no less.) 

Wherefore, from Britain, under heavy ban. 

Our sighing bridegroom 's gone, a banished man, 

After strong vows, and choice love-tokens left 

With Imogen. She, of her lord bereft. 

And wooed of Cloten — heavy day for her I — 

Is given in keeping to her stepmother. 

That so the suit her loathed kinsman makes 

May speed the better for both parents' sakes. 

But it speeds ill, as who could doubt it should. 

Who knows the lady, resolute and good ? 

For Imogen, though gentle, sweet, and mild, 

As most beseeming in a royal child. 
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Bears yet a courage, also sovereign-bom, 
And tongue that knows to speed a shaft of scorn : 
Wherefore, when Cloten, to his suit abhorred, 
Would join contempts disparaging her lord. 
She tells him tartly that she prizes more 
The meanest garment that he ever wore 
Than Cloten whole. It does not fail to stick, 
But rankles deep, and galls him to the quick. 

The step-dame Queen-^B. wicked one at heart — 
Balks at no means to forward Clotens part. 
Posthumus^ friend, Pisanio, left behind. 
She views in special with an evil mind ; 
And— for she gathers marjoram and rue. 
With other simples, why not hemlock too ? 
So, when Piaanio meets her in the hall, 
She at his feet her pouncet-box lets fall; 
Which picking up, — " Nay, keep it, sir ; be sure 
" There 's more behind : 'tis a most sovereign cure, 
"Compounded by myself: five times the King 
*' Has owed his life to this miraculous thing." 
But mark the counterstroke — the leech she hired, 
In lieu of that her fell intent required. 
Which had for ever stopped Pisanio^s breath, 
Mixed her but drugs that make the show of death, 
And, after pulseless rest for certain hours, 
Let back the life with renovated powers. 

Meanwhile, in Rome, Posthumus comes to know, 
In evil hour, licentious lachimo ; 
And boasting of the charms of form and mind. 
Beauty and modesty, he 'd left behind, 
The libertine Italian (who had ne'er 
Known woman worthy such encomium there. 
Nor ever dreamt what blamelessness of lives 
The favouring Gods vouchsafe our British wives,) 
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Protests such paragon lived never yet, 
And backs his lewd assertion with a bet. 
He '11 wager, he, ten thousand ducats do'r 
Against the simple ring Posihumus wore, 
Give him but fair occasion, and he '11 prove. 
In his own person, that Posihumus' love 
Shall vanish from the bosom so adored. — 
Enraged Posihumus takes him at his word ; 
And, reckless that he risks so dear a heart, 
Stakes her pure honor 'gainst the villain's art. 

The wicked wager made, post-haste comes here, 
Accredited from Rome, our Cavalier ; 
Sees the young lady; finds her frank and free, 
Gracious and sweet, as Princess born should be ; 
But all so pure as, but to look upon. 
Shewed at a glance his gold as good as gone. 
But this, if stratagem and perjury 
Can aught avail, he 's settled shall not be : 
So, hiding in her chamber till she sleeps, 
Forth on her rest the prying villain creeps. 
Notes this and that, observes a molespot here. 
And there picks up a bracelet — relic dear — 
Posihumus] gift, and, with his latest word. 
Clasped on her fair arm ere he went on board. 

Armed with these witnesses to back his tale, 
The false knave presently for home sets sail ; 
Finds out Posihumus ; to his frighted gaze 
His stolen tokens and his proofs displays ; 
And, with an oath confirming all he lies, 
Redeems his gold, and makes the ring his prize. 
Posihumus, wholly shaken from his trust, 
Yields up the diamond ; owns his forfeit just ; 
And, turning all his former love to hate. 
Dreams but of blood and vengeance desperate 
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So stand the actors, mid their joys and woes. 
Their crimes and passions, at the fore-plot's dose ; 
Which had you heard from Shakespeare's living line, 
Not from these frigid Breviates of mine, 
Long before now your eyes had overflow'd ; 
Your hearts beat diick ; your cheeks had paled and 
With alternation quick of every mood [glow'd 

That pity, sorrow, soft solicitude. 
And generous indignation kindling high. 
Can call from depths of human sympathy. 

Oh ! mighty genius, who with magic pen 
Can lead us thus at large through hearts of men. 
And make us, as each fresh illusion 's wrought, 
Blameless partakers in all human thought, 
Forgive the hand, that, having dared intrude 
This patch on thy majestic magnitude. 
Withdraws abashed; while, in the authentic scene, 
To Roman Lucius thus speaks Cymbeline. 

ACT III. Bead Scenes 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7. 

ACT IV. Bead Scenes 1, 2, 3, 4. 

ACT V. Bead Scenes 1, 2, 3. 

Omit Scene 4. 
Bead thence to end of the Play. 
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LAMB (C.) ESSAYS OF ELIA, AND ELIAN A. Post 8vo. 
3J. td. 

LESSING'S LAOKOON. Dramatic Notes, Ancient Repre- 
sentation of Death, i vol. y. 6d. 

LOCKE. PHILOSOPHICAL WORKS, containing an Essay 
on the Human Understanding, &c., with Notes and Index by 
J. A. St." John. Portrait. In 2 vols, post Bvo. ys. 

LUTHER (M.) TABLE-TALK. Translated by W Hazliit. 
With Life and Portrait. Post Bvo. 3J. 6d. 

MANZONI (ALESSANDRO). THE BETROTHED (I 

promessi Sposi). The only complete English translation. With 
numerous Woodcuts, 5^. 

MONTESQUIEU'S SPIRIT OF LAWS. New Edit. revised, 
with Analysis, Notes, and Memoir. By J. V. Pritchard, A. M. 
2 vols. ys. 

PEPYS'S DIARY. With Life and Notes by Richard Lord 
Braybrooke. 4 vols, post Bvo. cloth, gilt, 5^. 6d. per vol. 

PROUT (FATHER). RELIQUES. New Edition, revised and 
largely augmented. Twenty-one spirited Etchings by Maclise. 
I vol. 7s. 6d. 

RICHTER (J. P. F.) AUTOBIOGRAPHY AND LEVANA. 
Translated. Post Bvo. $s. 6d. 

RICHTER (J. P. F.) FLOWER, FRUIT, AND THORN 
PIECES. A Novel. Translated by Alex. Ewing. $s. 6d, 

SCHILLER'S WORKS. 5 vols. 3J. 6</. each. 

WALTON. THE COMPLETE ANGLER. Edited by E. 
Jesse. With an account of Fishing Stations, &c., and 203 Engrav- 
ings, 5^. ; or with 26 additional page Illustrations on Steel, 7s, 6d, 
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POETIC Y AND DRAMA. 

SHAKESPEARE. Edited bv S. W. Singer. With a Life by 
W. W. Lloyd. Uniform with the Aldine Edition of the Poets, 
lo vols. or. 6d. each. In half morocco, 5^. 

CRITICAL ESSAYS ON THE PLAYS. By \V. \V. Lloyd. 
Uniform with the above, a^. 6d. ; in half morocco, 5^. 

SHAKESPEARE'S PLAYS AND POEMS. With Notes and 
Life by Charles Knight, and 40 Engravings on Wood by 
Harvey. Royal 8vo. cloth, lof. 6d. 

— (Pocket Volume Edition). Comprising all his Pla)rs and 
Poems. Edited from the First Folio Edition by T^ Keightley. 
13 vols, royal 32mo. in a cloth box, price 21J, 

SHAKESPEARE. DRAMATIC ART OF. The History and 
Character of the Plays. By Dr. Ulrici. Translated by L. D. 
SCHMITZ. 2 vols, post 8vo. 3J. 6^, each. 

CHAUCER. Robert Bell's Edition, revised. With Preliminary 
Essay by the Rev. W. W. Skeat, M.A. 4 vols. 3J. 6d. each. 

EARLY BALLADS AND SONGS OF THE PEASANTRY 

OF ENGLAND. Edited by Robert Bell. Post 8vo. 3J. 6d. 

GREENE, MARLOWE, and BEN JONSON. Poems of. Edited 
by Robert Bell, i vol. post 8vo. 3J. 6d. 

PERCY'S RELIQUES OF ANCIENT ENGLISH POETRY. 
Reprinted from the Original Edition, and Edited by J. V. Pritchard. 
In 2 vols. 7s. 

MILTON'S (J.) POETICAL WORKS. With Memoir and 
Notes, and 120 Engravings. In 2 vols, post 8vo. $s. eadh. 

GOLDSMITH. POEMS. Illustrated. i6mo. 25. 6d, 

SHERIDAN'S DRAMATIC WORKS. With Short Life, by 
G. C. S., and Portrait. Post 8vo. 3J. 6d. 

POETRY OF AMERICA. Selections from One Hundred 
American Poets from 1776 to 1876. With an Introductory Review 
of Colonial Poetry, and some specimens of Negro Melody. By 
W. J. Linton. Post 8vo. y. 6d. ; also a large Edition, js. 6d. 

CAMOENS' LUSIAD. Mickle's Translation revised. Post 
8vo. 3J. 6d. 

ALFIERI. The Tragedies of. In English Verse. Edited by 
E. A. Bowring, C.B. 2 vols, post 8vo. 7s. 
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DANTE. THE DIVINE COMEDY. Translated by the Rev, 
H. F. Gary. Post 8vo. y. 6d, 
This and the following one are the only editions containing the author's last 
corrections and emendations. 

The Popular Editioiii neatly Printed in Double Columns. 

Royal 8vo. sewed, is. 6d. ; cloth, 2J. 6<f. 

Translated into English Verse by J. C. Wright, M.A. With 



Portrait and 54 Engravings on Steel, after Flaxman. 5th Edition, 
post 8vo. $s, 

THE INFERNO. Literal translation, with Text and Notes. 

By Dr. Carlyle. 2nd Edition, i^r, 

PETRARCH. SONNETS, TRIUMPHS, AND OTHER 
POEMS. Translated into English Verse. With Campbell's Lifd 
of the Poet. Illustrated. Post Bvo. $5. 

GOETHE'S DRAMAS AND POEMS. 3 vols. 3^. 6d, each. 

HEINE'S POETICAL WORKS, i vol. 5j. 

UESSING'S DRAMATIC WORKS. 2 vols. zs. 6d. each. 

SCHILLER'S DRAMAS AND POEMS. 3 vols. 3^. 6^. each. 

MOLIERE. DRAMATIC WORKS. In prose. Translated 
by C. H. Wall. In 3 vols, post Bvo. y. 6d. each. Also fine- 
paper Edition, with 19 steel engravings, large post 8vo. 31J. 6d. 

ENGLISH SONNETS BY POETS OF THE PAST. 

Selected and Arranged by S. Waddington, Editor of ' English 
Sonnets by Living Writers.' Fcap.8vo.4f.6a'. [y it st published. 

ENGLISH SONNETS BY LIVING WRITERS. Selected 
and Arranged, ^vith a Note on the History of the Sonnet, by 
Samuel Waddington. Fcap. 8vo. 4r. 6d. 

* The selection is a singularly attractive one, and its value is enhanced by 
the interesting *' Note," as the Editor modestly calls it.' — Saturday Reinew. 

* A very charming selection of sonnets.' — Daily News. 

* This anthology deserves a special praise for its good taste, its catholicity, 
and its quiet thoroughness.' — Notes and Queries. 

By Coventry Patmore, 

AMELIA, TAMERTON CHURCH TOWER, &c. With an 
Essay on EngUsh Metrical Law. 6j. 

THE ANGEL IN THE HOUSE. 5th Edition. 6^. 

THE VICTORIES OF LOVE. 4th Edition. 6j. 

THE UNKNOWN EROS AND OTHER ODES, with 
Additions, fine paper, yj. (>d. Roxburghe binding, qj. 6d. 

Uniform edition, 4 vols, post Bvo. 24s. Roxburghe bindings, 285-. 

FLORILEGIUM AMANTIS. A Selection from Coventry 
Patmore's Poems. Edited by R. Garnett. Fcap. 8vo. 5^. 
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JBy Adelaide Anne Procter. 

LEGENDS AND LYRICS. Illustrated Edition, with Portrait, 
and Introduction by Charles Dickens, ytb edition, 21J. 

Crown 8vo. Edition, complete, with new portrait. 8*. 6</. 

First Series. 35th Thousand. Fcap. 8va 6j. — Second 

Series. 26th Thousand. 5J. 

— - The Angel's Story. With Illustrations. Med. i6mo. 2s, (td. 



ALDINE SERIES OF THE BRITISH POETS. . 

The Editors of the various authors in this Series have in all cases 
endeavoured to make the collections of Poems as complete as possible, 
and in many instances copyright Poems are to be found in these editions 
which are not in any other. Each volume is carefully edited, with Notes 
where necessary for the elucidation of the Text, and a Memoir. A Por- 
trait also is added in all cases where an authentic one is accessible. The 
volumes are printed on toned paper in fcap. 8vo. size, and neatly bound 
in cloth gilt, price sr. each. 



« « 



A Cheap Reprint of this Series, neat doth, u. 6<f. per volume. 



AKENSIDE. 
BEATTIE. 
BURNS. 3 vols. 
BUTLER. 2 vols. 
CHAUCER. 6 vols. 
CHURCHILL. 2 vols. 
COLLINS. 

COWPER, including his Trans- 
lations. 3 vols. 
DRYDEN. 5 vols. 
FALCONER. 
GOLDSMITH. 
GRAY. 



KIRKE WHITE. 
MILTON. 3 vols. 
PARNELL. " 
POPE. 3 vols. 
PRIOR. 2 vols. 
SHAKESPEARE'S POEMS. 
SPENSER, s vols. 
SURREY. 
SWIFT. 3 vols. 
THOMSON. 2 vols. 
WYATT. 
YOUNG. 2 vols. 



The following volumes of a New Series have been issued, sj. each, 

2 vols. 



CHATTERTON. 
CAMPBELL. 
WILLIAM BLAKE. 
ROGERS. 



THE COURTLY POETS, from 

RALEIGH to WOTTON. 
GEORGE HERBERT. 
KEATS. 



By C. S. Calverley, 

VERSES AND TRANSLATIONS. 7th Edition. Fcap.8vo.S^. 

FLY LEAVES. 9th Thousand. Fcap. 8vo. 3^. 6</. 

TRANSLATIONS INTO ENGLISH AND LATIN. Crown 
8vo. ^5. 6d. 

THEOCRITUS, into English Verse. 2nd Edition. Crown 8vo 

[/« the Press. 
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By Professor Conington^ M,A. 

HORACE'S ODES AND CARMEN S^ECULARE. Trans- 
lated into English Verse. 8th Edition. Fcap. 8vo. 5^. 6d. 

SATIRES AND EPISTLES. Translated into English 

Verse. 5th Edition. 6r. 6d, 



BONN'S (HENRY G.) DICTIONARY OF QUOTATIONS 
from the ENGLISH POETS, airanged according to Subjects. 
Larg« post Svo. lor. 6«L 

WHO WROTE IT? A Dictionary of Common Poetical Quota- 
tions in the English Langpoage. 3rd Edition. Fcap. Svo. 21. 6cl. 



DICTIONARIES, 
BRYAN'S DICTIONARY OF PAINTERS. Seep. 2. 
COOPER'S BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY. Seep. 2. 
REDGRAVE'S DICTIONARY QF ARTISTS. Seep, 2. 

DR. RICHARDSON'S DICTIONARY OF THE ENGLISH 

I^NGUAGE. Combining Explanation with Etymology, and 
copiously illustrated by Quotations from the best authorities. New 
Edition, with a Supplement. 2 vols. 4to. 4/. 14J. 6d. An Svo. 
Edition, without Quotations, 15^. 

A SUPPLEMENTARY ENGLISH GLOSSARY. Con- 
taining 12,000 Words and Meanings occurring in English Literature 
not found in any other Dictionary. With Illustrative Quotations, 
By T. O. Davies, M. A Svo. 752 pp. 16s. 

New Edition, enlarged, with a Supplement of 4600 new words 

and meanings. 

WEBSTER'S DICTIONARY of the English Language, in- 
cluding Scientific, Biblical, and Scottish Terms and Phrases, with 
their Pronunciations, Alternative Spellings, Derivations, and 
Meanings. In i vol. 4to. 1628 pages and 3000 Illustrations, ais. 

WEBSTER'S COMPLETE DICTIONARY, being the above 

with numerous valuable literary Appendices, and 70 pages of Illus- 
trations. I vol. 4to. 1919 pages, cloth, i/. us. 6d. 

* Certainlv ths best practical English Dictionary extant.* — Quarterly 
Review^ October 1873. 



THE EPIGRAMMATISTS. Selections from the Epigrammatic 
Literature of Ancient, Mediaeval, and Modern Times. With Notes, 
&c. by Rev. H. P. Dodd, M.A. and Edition, enlarged. Post Svo. 6j, 



SeUeted Works. 15 



NATURAL HISTORY. 

THE LIBRARY OF NATURAL HISTORY. Containing 
Morris* British Birds— Nests— Eggs— British Butterflies— British 
Moths — Bree's Birds of Europe — Lowe'$ Works on British and 
Exotic Ferns, Grasses, and Beautiful Leaved Plants — Hibberd's 
Plants — Maund's Botanic Garden — Tripp's British Mosses — 
Gatty's Seaweeds — WoosTEft's Alpine Plants, and Couch's 
Fishes — ^making in all 49 Volumes, in super-royal 8vo. containing 
upwards of 2550 full-page Plates, carefully coloured. 

Complete Lists sent post free on application. 

SOWER BY'S BOTANY. Containing a Description and Life- 
size DraNving of every British Plant. Edited and brought up to the 
present standard of scientific knowledge by T. Boswell (formerly 
Syme), LL.D., F.L.S., &c. With Popular Descriptions of the 
Uses, History, and Traditions of each Plant, by Mrs. Lankester, 
Author of 'Wild Flowers worth Notice,' 'The British Ferns,' &c. 
The Figures by J. C. Sowerby, F.L.S., J. De C. Sowerby, F.L.S., 
and J. W. Salter, A.L.S., F.G.S., and John Edward Sowerby. 
Third Edition, entirely revised, with descriptions of all the species 
by the Editor. In 11 vols. 22/. 8j. cloth; 24/. \ir. half morocco; 
and 28/. 3J. 6<f. whole morocco. Volumes sold separately. 

COTTAGE GARDENER'S DICTIONARY. With a Supple 
ment, containing all the new plants and varieties down to the yeai 
1869. Edited by G. W. Johnson. Post 8vo. cloth, 6f. 6^. 

BOTANIST'S POCKET-BOOK. By W. R. Hayward. 
Containing the Botanical name, Common name. Soil or Situation^ 
Colour, Growth, and Time of Flowering of all plants, arranged in 
a tabulated form. 3rd Edition, revised. Fcap. 8vo. 4^. td. 

RAMBLES IN SEARCH OF WILD FLOWERS, AND 

HOW TO DISTINGUISH THEM. By Margaret Plues. 
With 96 Coloured Figures and numerous Woodcuts. 3rd Edition, 
revised. Post 8vo. ^s, 6d» 

MY GARDEN ; its Plan and Culture. Together with a General 
Description of its Geology, Botany, and Natural History. By 
A. Smee, F.R.S., with more than 1300 Engravings on Wood. 
4th Thousand. Imp. 8vo. 21s. 

* *' My Garden " is indeed a book which oueht to be in the hands of every one 
who is fortunate enough to possess a garden of nis own ; he is certain to find some 
things in it from which he may -profiti— Nature. 

NATURAL HISTORY OF SELBORNE. With Notes by 
Sir William Iardine and Edward Jesse, Esq. Illustrated by 
40 highly-finished Engravings, 5J. ; or with the Plates coloured 
7s, 6d. 

HISTORY OF BRITISH BIRDS. By R. Mudie. With 28 
Plates. 2 vols, ss, each ; or with coloured Plates, 7s. 6d, each. 
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ART AND ORNAMENT. 

THE TYNE AND ITS TRIBUTARIES. By W. J. Palmer. 

Illustrated with upwards of 150 Woodcuts. Imp. 8vo. i/. 5J. 

THE THAMES, OXFORD TO LONDON. Twenty Etch- 
ings by David Law, with Descriptive Letter-press. Cloth extra 
i/. II J. 6d, Large paper, 50 copies only, on Whatman paper, 
Imp. 4to. 5/. 5J. 

VENICE; its History, Art, Industries, and Modem Life. By 
Charles Yriarte. Seepage i. 

GOETHE'S FAUST. The First Part complete, with Selections 
from the Second Part. The former Revised and the latter newly 
Translated for this Edition by Anna Swanwick. With 40 Steel 
Engravings after Retzsch's celebrated designs. 4to. 21J. 

TURNER'S PICTURESQUE VIEWS IN ENGLAND AND 

WALES. With Descriptive Notices. 96 Illustrations, reproduced 
in Permanent Photography. In q vols. imp. 4to. Vol. I. Land- 
scapes, 40 Plates, 2/. I2J. 6d. ; Vol. II. Castles and Abbeys, 32 
Plates, 2/. 2J. ; Vol. III. Coast Scenery, 24 Plates, i/. lu. 6d, 

TURNER'S CELEBRATED LANDSCAPES. Sixteen Auto- 
type Reproductions of the most important Works of J. M. W. 
Turner, R.A. With Memoir and Descriptions. Imp. 4to. 2/. 2j. 

MICHIPLANGELO'S I AND RAFFAELLE'S ORIGINAL 
STUDIES IN THE UNIVERSITY GALLERIES, OXFORD. 
Etched and Engraved by J. Fisher, with Introduction. New 
Editions, with Additions. 2 vols, half bound, t^s. and 21s. re- 
spectively. 

THE RAFFAELLE GALLERY. Permanent Reproductions of 
Engravings of the most celebrated Works of Raffaelle Sanzio 
d'Urbino. With Descriptions, &c. Imp. 4to. 2/. 2j. 

FLAXMAN.* CLASSICAL COMPOSITIONS, comprising the 
Outline Illustrations to the 'Iliad' and 'Odyssey,' the 'Tragedies' 
of iEschylus, the ' Theogony ' and * Works and Days ' of Hesiod. 
Engraved by Piroli and William Blake. Imp. 4to. half-bound 
morocco, 4/. I4f, 6d. The four parts separately, 21J. each. 

MOUNTAINS AND LAKES OF SWITZERLAND AND 
ITALY. 64 Picturesque Views in Chromolithograph, from 
Original Sketches by C. C. Pyne. With a Map of Routes and 
Descriptive Notes by Rev. J. Mercier. 2nd Edition. Crown 

4tO, 2/. 2J. 
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FLAXMAN. LECTURES ON SCULPTURE, as delivered 
before the President and Members of the Royal Academy. By 
J. Flaxman, R.A. With 53 Plates. New Edition, 6s, 

AN ILLUSTRATED HISTORY OF ARMS AND AR- 

MOUR, from the Earliest Period to the Present Time. By 
AuQUsfE Demmin. Translated by C. C. Black, M.A., Assistant 
Keeper. South Kensington Museum. One VoL with nearly aooo 
Illustrations. 7s, 6d. 

LEONARDO DA VINCI'S TREATISE ON PAINTING. 

Translated from the Italian by J. F. Rigaud, R.A. With 
a Life of Leonardo and an Account of his Works by John 
William Brown. New Edition, revised, with numerous nates. 
One Vol. 5f. 

THE ANATOMY AND PHILOSOPHY OF EXPRESSION 

AS CONNECTED WITH THE FINE ARTS. By Sir Charles 
Bell, K.H. 7th Edition, revised. One Vol. 5^. 
This edition contains all the plates and woodcuts of the original edition. 

HEATON (MRS.) A CONCISE HISTORY OF PAINTING 
FOR STUDENTS AND GENERAL READERS. By Mrs. 
Heaton. With Illustrations. 8vo. 15/. 

DRAWING COPIES. By P. H. Delamottk, Professor of 
Drawing at King's College, London. 96 Original Sketches in 
Architecture, Trees, Figures, Foregrounds, Landscapes, Boats, and 
Sea-pieces. Royal 8vo. Oblong, half-bound, 12s. 



By the late Eliza Meteyard, 

CHOICE EXAMPLES OF WEDGWQOD ART. 28 

Plates in Permanent Photography. With Descriptions and Preface. 
Imp. 4to. 3/. 35. 

MEMORIALS OF WEDGWOOD. A Series of Permanent 
Photographs. With Introduction and Descriptions. Imp. 4to. 

WEDGWOOD AND HIS WORKS: a Selection of his 
choicest Works in Permanent Photography, with Sketch of his Life 
and Art Manufacture. Imp. 4to. 3/. 3^. 

CATALOGUE OF WEDGWOOD'S MANUFACTURES. 
With Illustrations. Half-bound 8vo. lof. (id, 

WEDGWOOD HANDBOOK. A Manual for Collectors: 
Treating of the Marks, Monograms, &c. With Priced Catalogues 
ftnd a Glossary and copious Index. 8vo. lof. 6d, 
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FOR YOUNG PEOPLE. 



By the late Mrs. Alfred Gatty. 

PARABLES FROM NATURE. A new complete Edition in 
Bell's Pocket Volumes. 2 vols. imp. 32mo. in neat blue cloth, 51. 

4to Edition. With Notes on the Natural History, and numer- 
ous large Illustrations by W. Holman Hunt, E. Bume Jones, 
J. Tenniel, &c. New Complete Edition. With short Memoir of 
the Author. 410. cloth gilt, 21;. 

i6mo. with Illustrations. First Series, 17th Edition, is, 6d, 

Second Series, loth Edition, 2j. The two Series in i vol. 3J. 6rf. 
Third Series, 6th Edition, 2j. Fourth Series, 4th Edition, 2s. The 
Two Series in i vol. 4f. Fifth Series, 2s. 

WORLDS NOT REALIZED. i6mo. 4th Edition, 2J. 

PROVERBS ILLUSTRATED. i6mo. With Illustrations. 
4th Edition, 2s. 

The Uniform Edition. Fcap. 8vo. 3J. 6d, each volume. 

PARABLES FROM NATURE. 
2 vols. With Portrait. 

THE HUMAN FACE DIVINE, 
and other Tales. With Illus- 
trations. 3rd Edition. 

THE FAIRY GODMOTHERS, 
and other Tales. With Frontis- 
piece. 7th Edition. 2j. 6df. 

AUNT JUDY'S TALES. Illus- 
trated. 7th Edition. 

AUNT JUDY'S LETTERS ; a 
Sequel to 'Aunt Judy's Tales.' 
Illustrated. 5th Edition. 



DOMESTIC PICTURES AND 
TALES. With 6 Illustrations. 

WORLDS NOT REALIZED, 
and P*roverbs Illustrated. 

THE HUNDREDTH BIRTH- 
DAY, and other Tales. With 
Illustrations by Phiz, New 
Edition. 

MRS. ALFRED GATTY'S PRE- 
SENTATION BOX for Young 
People, containing the above 
volumes, neatly bound, and en- 
closed in a cloth box. 31J. 6d, 



A BOOK OF EMBLEMS. Drawn by F. Gilejirt. With 
Introduction and Explanations. Imp. i6mo. 4;. 6d. 

WAIFS AND STRAYS OF NATURAL HISTORY. With 
Coloured Frontispiece and Woodcuts. Fcap. 3J. 6<f. 

THE POOR INCUMBENT. Fcap. 8vo. u. 

AUNT SALLY'S LIFE. With Six lUustrations. Square i6mo. 
3rd Edition, y- 6^* 



Selected Works, 19 



THE MOTHER'S BOOK OF POETRY. Selected and 
Arranged by Mrs. A. GATxy. Crown 8vo. y. 6d. ; or with Illustra- 
tions, elegantly bound, 71. 6d. 

A BIT OF BREAD. Bv Jean MacA. Translated by Mrs. 
Alfred Gatty. 2 vols. tcap. 8vo. Vol. 1. 4J. 6d, Vol. II. y. 6d, 

By Mrs, Ewing, 

Everything Mrs. Ewing writes is full oftaUnt^ and also full of perception 
and common jtf«f^.'— Saturday Review. 

The Uniform Edition. Small post 8vo. 5^. each. 

WE AND THE WORLD: A Story for Boys. With 7 Illus- 
trations by W. L. Jones, and Design on the Cover by Miss Pym. 
2nd Edition, y. [just published. 

SIX TO SIXTEEN : A Story for Girls. With 10 Illustrations 
by Mrs. Allingham. 5th Edition. 5^. 

'The homely good sense and humour of the bulk of the story are set off by 
the pathos of its opening and its close ; and a soft and beautiful light, as of dawn 
and sunset, is thirown round the substantial EneKsh ideal of what a girl's 
education ought to be, which runs through the tale.' — Spectator. 

' It is a beautifully told story, full of humour and pathos, and bright sketches 
of scenery and character.. It is all told with great naturalness, and will amuse 
grown-up people quite as much as children. In reading the story, we have been 
struck especially by characteristic bits of description, which show very happily 
the writer's appreciation of child lift.'— Fall Mall Gazette. 

* We have rarely met, on such a modest scale, with characters so ably and 
simply drawn. . . . The merits of the volume, in themselves not small, are 
much enhanced by some clever illustrations from the pencil of Mrs. AlUngham.' — 
Atkefueum. 

'The tone of the book is pleasant and healthy, and singularly free from that 
sentimental, not to say " mawkish," stain which is apt to disfigure such produc- 
tions. The illustrations by Mrs. Allingham add a special attraction to the little 
volume.' — Times. 

* It is scarcely necessary to say that Mrs. Ewing's book is one of the best of 
the year.' — Saturday Review. 

* There is in it not only a great deal of conunon sense, but there is true 
humour. . . . We have not met a healthier or breezier tale for girls for a long 
period.' — Acadetny, 

A FLAT IRON FOR A FARTHING ; or, Some Passages in 
the Life of an Only Son. With 12 Illustrations by H. Allingham, 
and Design on the Cover by Miss Pym. 12th Edition. 5J. 

' Let every parent and g^uardian who wishes to be amused, and at the same 
time to ptlease a child, purchase " A Flat Iron for a Farthing ; or, some Passages 
inthe Life of an Only S^n," by J. H. Ewing. We will answer for the delight 
with which they will read it themselves, and we do not doubt that the young and 
fortunate recipients will also like it. The story is quaint, original, and altogether 
delightful.' — Athenceum. 

* A capital book for a present. No child who is fortunate enough to possess 
it will be in a hurry to put it -down, for it is a book of uncommon fascination. 
The story is good, the principles inculcated admirable, and some of the illustra- 
tions simply delicious.' — John Bull, 
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By Mrs, Ewing — Continued, 

MRS. OVERTHEWAY'S REMEMBRANCES. Illustrated 
with lo fine Full-page Engravings on Wood, after Drawings by 
Pasquier and Wolf, and Design on the Cover by Miss Pym. 3rd 
Edition. 

Also another Edition, in imp. i6mo. gilt, 3J. 6d. 

* It is not often nowadays the privilege of a critic to grow enthusiastic over a 
new work ; and the rarity of the occasion that calls forth the delight is apt to 
lead one *uto the sin of hyperbole. And yet we think w« shall not be accused of 
extravaga.nv.w when we say that, without exception^ " Mrs. Overtheway's Re- 
membrances " is the most delightful work avowedly written for children that we 
have ever read. There are passages in this book which the genius of George 

Eliot would be proud to own It is full of a peculiar, heart-stirring pathos 

of its own, which culminates in the last pages, when Ida finds that her father is 
not dead. The book is one that may be. recurred to often, and always with the 
same delight. We predict for it a great popularity.' — Leader, 

JAN OF THE WINDMILL; a Story of the Plains. With 
II Illustrations by Helen Allingham. 2nd Edition, SJ. 
Also a Larger Edition, crown 8vo. Zs. 6d, 

* It is a long time since we have read anything in its way so good. . . . Such 
a book is like a day in June — as sweet and as wholesome aj; anything can be . . . 
Good as Miss Alcott's breezy stories are, even they are but juvenile beside such 
writing as this.' — American Church Union, 

' " Jan of the Windmill " is a delightful story for children and other people. 
. . . The atmosphere of country life — ** the very air about the door made dusty 
with the floating meal " — breathes freshly in the book, and the rural scenes are 
not unworthy of George Sand, if George Sand wrote for les petites filles. The 
growth of the hero's artistic power is as interesting as the lives of old painters.' 

Academy, 

A GREAT EMERGENCY, and other Talcs. With 4 Illustra- 
tions, and Design on the Cover by Miss PYM. 5^. 

' Never has Mrs. Ewing published a more charming volume of stories, and 
that is saying a very great deal. From the first to the last the book overflows 
wth the strange knowledge of child-nature which so rarely survives childhood ; 
and, moreover, with inexhaustible quiet humour, which is never anything but 
innocent au(f well-bred, never priggish, and never clumsy.' — Academy, 



THE BROWNIES, and other Tales. Illustrated by George 
Cruikshank. 3rd Edition. Imp. i6mo. 5J. 

* Mrs. Ewing gives us some really charming UTiting. While her first story 
most prettily teaches children how much they can do to help their parents, the 
immediate result will be, we fear, anything but good. For if a child' once begins 
** The Brownies," it will get so deeply interested in it, that when bed-time comes 
it will altogether forget the moral, and will weary its parents with importunities 
for just a few minutes more to see how everythmg ends. The frontispiece, by 
the old friend of our childhood, George Cruikshank, is no less pretty than the 
story.' — Saturday Review, 
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JBy Mrs, Ewing — Continued, 

UOB-LIE-BY-THE-FIRE ; or, the Luck of Lingborough. And 
- other Tales. Illustrated by George Cruikshank. 2nd Edition. 

Imp. i6mo. 5J. 

' A charming tale by another of those clever writers* thanks to whom the 
children ore now really better served than their neighbours.' — Spectator, 

\ Mrs. Ewing has written as good a story as her " Brownies," and that is 
saying a great deal. " Lob-lie-by-the-fire " has humour and pathos, and teaches 
what' is right without making children think they are reading a sermon.' — 
SaturtU^ Review, 

\ MELCHIOR'S DREAM, and other Tales. Illustrated. 3rd 

}. Edition. Fcap. 8vo. 3J. (d, 

' " Melchior's Dream " is an exquisite little story, charming by original 
humour, buoyant spirits, and tender pathos.' — Atheneeum, 



By K M. Feardy Author of ' Unawares,^ * The Rose 
Garden^ ^ Cartouche^ dr'c, 

MOTHER MOLLY. A Story for Young People. With 8 
^^ Illustrations. Small post 8vo. . ss, 

I I The story b to other Christmas books what Mr. Blackmore's stories are to 

' ordinary novels. It is fresh, a little quaint, and is. In fact, a charming ideal of* 

{ the latter end of the last century.' — Standard. 



THKOUGH ROUGH WATERS. A Stoiy for Young People. 
With II Illustrations. Small post 8vo. 55. 

JBy Mrs. O'Reilly. 

' Mrs. O'Reilly's works need no commendation . . . the style is so good, the 
narrative so engrossing, and the tone so excellent.' — yohn BulL 

DAISY'S COMPANIONS; or, Scenes from Child Life. A 
Story for Little Girls. With 8 Illustrations. 3rd Edit. i6mo. 2J. 6d. 

'Ii anybody wants a pretty little present for a pretty (and good) litde 
daughter, or a niece or grand-daughter, we cannot recommend a better or tastier 
one than "Daisy's Companions." —7«>«^j. 

LITTLE PRESCRIPTION, and other Tales. With 6 Illus- 
trations by W. H. Petherick and others. i6mo. ar. 6d, 

* A worthy successor of some charmin|^ little volimies of the same kind. . . . 
The tale from which the title is taken is for its grace and pathos an especial 
favourite.' — Spectator. 

'Mrs. O'Reilly could not writd otherwise than wellj even if she were to try.' 
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By Mrs, O^Reilly — Continued, v 

CICELY'S CHOICE. A Story for Girls. With a Frontispiece 
by J. A. Pasquier. Fcap. 8vo. gilt edges, 3^. 6tf. 

' A pleasant story. . . . It is a book for girls, and grown people will also enjoy 
reading it.' — Athetueutn. 

' A pleasant, well-written, interesting story, likely to be acceptable to young 
people who are in their teens/ — Scoixnutn, 

GILES'S MINORITY; or, Scenes at the Red House. With 
8 Illustrations. i6mo. 2s. 6d, 

* In one of our former reviews we praised " Deborah's Drawer." " Giles's 
Minority" no less deserves our goodwill. It is a picture of school-room life, and 
is so well drawn that grown-up readers may delignt in it. In literary excellence 
this little book is above most of its fellows.' — Times. 

m 

DOLL WORLD ; or, Play and Earnest. A Study from Real 

Life. With 8 Illustrations. By C. A. Saltmarsh. i6mo. 2s. 6d. 

' It^ is a capital child's book, ajid it has a charm for grown-up people also, as 
the fairy haze of "long-ago" brightens every page. We are not ashamed to 
confess to the "thrillmg interest" with whioi we followed the history of 
"Robertina" and "Mabel."'— ^^A«»^?«w. 

DEBORAH'S DRAWER. With 9 lUuatrations. i6mo. 2s. 6d, 

' Any godmamma who wishes to buy an unusually pretty and artistically- 
written gift-book for an eight-year-old pet cannot do better than spend a florin or 
two on the contents of " Aunt Deborah s Drawer." ' — Aihenattm, 



Captain Marry afs Books for Boys, 

Uniform Illustrated Edition, neatly bound in cloth, post 8vo. 
3J. dd. each ; gilt edges, 45. 6d, 



POOR JACK. With Sixteen Il- 
lustrations after Designs by 
Clarkson Stanfield, R.A. 

THE MISSION ; or, Scenes in 
Africa. With Illustrations by 
John Gilbert. 

THE PIRATE, AND THREE 
CUTTERS. With Memoirof the 
Author, and 20 Steel Engravings 
by Clarkson Stanfield, R.A. 
Cheap Edition, without Illus- 
trations, \5. 6d, 



THE SETTLERS IN CANADA. 
With Illustrations by Gilbert 
and Dalziel. 

THE PRIVATEERSMAN. 
Adventures by Sea and Land 
in Civil and Savage Life One 
Hundred Years ago. Illustrated 
with Eight Steel Engravings. 

MASTERMAN READY; or, the 
Wreck of the Pacific. Embel- 
lished with Ninety-three En- 
gravings on Wood. 



A BOY'S LOCKER. A Smaller Edition of Captain Marryat's 
Books for Boys, in 12 vols. Fcap. 8vo. in a compact cloth box, 21s. 

MASTERMAN ' READY. New and Cheap Edition, is, 

POOR JACK. New cheap Edition, u. 



